Key themes to be discussed during the Working Table sessions on 7 June 2004:

Working Table I:

The Media Landscape in SEE

Significant support has been – and continues to be provided towards the creation of a media landscape in SEE, which plays its proper role in democracy. Looking at the SP aspects of media development, one can assess what are the successes and limits of the various Media Working Groups operating within each SEE country. As a case in point we envisage a discussion on the role of the media in the recent crisis in Kosovo and if "hate speech" made a comeback. 

Parliaments in the Democratic Process in SEE 
Parliamentary Cooperation activities attempt to both bolster the individual capacity of each respective parliament in the region while simultaneously promoting regional cooperation. Looking back over the last five years what has been accomplished and what are the most pressing needs?

Working Table II:
Fostering sustainable employment in SEE
SEE's ability to generate sustainable employment for its people is a crucial factor in ensuring political, economic and social stability throughout the region. Hence the importance of ensuring a convergence between Stability Pact activities aimed at improving the overall business climate and our efforts to enhance social cohesion throughout South Eastern Europe (SEE). This session will look at issues related to the need to accelerate the development of a suitable business climate and to create conditions for sustainable employment generation. 

 

Regional Energy Market 

Generating jobs and socio-economic stability also means ensuring a reliable, sustainable and affordable energy supply throughout SEE. During this session, the WT will discuss several aspects of the Regional Energy Market for SEE, in particular the transformation of the Athens Memorandum of Understanding into a legally binding agreement.

Working Table III:

Stepping up the fight against organized crime and corruption in SEE

Although several legal instruments to fight organized crime and corruption in SEE have been introduced, criminal networks and corruption continue to endanger human security, and to hamper democratic and economic development, as well as the integration into Euro-Atlantic structures. Enhanced efforts should be implementation oriented: SEE governments need to step up their own efforts; international partners should encourage result oriented policies by policy advocacy, by supporting legislative and institutional reforms and by capacity-building through project facilitation.

The session will explore ways and means to make existing policies more effective and the development and implementation of joint strategies. Furthermore we plan to discuss cooperation with other European mechanisms in the regional fight against organized crime and corruption and the importance of measuring and demonstrating progress.

Converting military structures in SEE
The challenges in the area of Security Sector Reform in SEE, including Defence Conversion, need to be tackled through enhanced regional cooperation. Programmes for assisting the reintegration of discharged military personnel into civilian life and converting some military bases were launched. However questions related to the potential of released military personnel, the destinies of former military bases, military facilities and industries remain. 

This session aims to identify the most urgent needs and highlight promising examples. The desirability and possible role for a regional conversion centre will be discussed as well as cooperation on minimizing the security risks associated with stockpiles and proliferation of weapons and related technology. 
