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Declaration on Cooperation in Disaster Preparedness and Prevention in South Eastern Europe

This Declaration is made on this 5th day in June in the year 2002, 

By Stability Pact National Co-ordinators and representative(s) of International Organizations, representing the Republic of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Republic of Croatia, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Moldova, Romania, the Republic of Slovenia, the Republic of Turkey, International Federation for Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 

WHEREAS, the participants

Recognize the critical role of local, national and regional disaster management and civil emergency planning for natural and man-made disaster prevention, preparedness/mitigation, relief, and reconstruction/rehabilitation;

Understand that comprehensive planning and effective and efficient response saves lives and property of disaster victims, the lives of emergency personnel, who put themselves on the front lines, and reduces the cost of natural and man-made disasters to theirs societies/populations;

Support and encourage countries in the region to develop, adopt and/or enforce state-of-the-art emergency legislation, consensus building and environmental regulations and codes designed to mitigate loss of life, injury and property damage when disaster strikes; 

Agree that prevention and/or mitigation measures before natural disasters strike saves lives, prevents injuries and reduces property damage;

Recognize the need for regional co-operation in the field of disaster relief and regional consultation on disaster management (methods, practices and capacity building) as essential;

Acknowledge that regional and national funding of training programs, planning and professional development tools for civil emergency personnel and legislation/code/regulation enforcement officials is crucial to reducing the cost of natural disasters;

Agree that the region cannot expect civil emergency personnel to be highly efficient if they are not properly trained and equipped; and, 

WHEREAS, the participants have a strong and abiding mutual interest to reduce losses from future disasters; 

NOW, THEREFORE, we declare that the participants hereby confirm with this non-binding Declaration intention to establish a Partnership for Disaster Preparedness, Prevention, Response, and Mitigation (referred to as the Partnership) under the auspices of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe's Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Initiative (DPPI).  Participation in the Partnership is open and can be expanded to include new or additional partners at any time.  The Partnership will work together to achieve mutual loss-reduction goals subject to the term and conditions recited below. 

Term 

The respective duties, responsibilities and commitments of the participants shall commence on the date mentioned above on which this Declaration is signed by the participants, and may be periodically renewed or revised at the option of the participants. 

Tasks 

The principal objective of this Declaration is to develop the tools necessary for the disaster management and civil emergency  organizations to support disaster prevention and preparedness activities in project impact communities around the region including, but not limited to: 

· Assessing existing disaster preparedness programs and develop a strategy to enhance these programs and integrate these efforts into future project impact programs 

· Identifying and sharing lessons learned and best practices

· Endorsing the use of bilateral and multilateral agreements between states and coordination of the immediate response of the adjacent Border States and encouraging the development of new agreements.

· Augmenting existing and future disaster preparedness and prevention public safety education efforts with project impact prevention and mitigation messages.  The participants shall make their representatives available to consult with the DPPI Executive Secretary on ways the project impact initiative can be improved and applied successfully in jurisdictions around the country. 

Resource Commitment 

The participants agree to provide the human, technical and financial resources needed, subject to their availability, to coordinate effectively with current and future members of the Partnership to implement this voluntary, non-binding Declaration. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each participant has caused this Declaration to be executed by its duly authorized representatives on the date mentioned above.

Bucharest, Romania, 5th June, 2002.

(Followed by signatures)
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