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Regional Table

Chairman’s Conclusions

Bucharest, 5 June 2002

The Regional Table met in Bucharest for an extraordinary session, hosted by the Romanian Government, to adopt a number of measures aiming at Stability Pact reform.

The Table was welcomed by Romanian Foreign Minister Mircea Geoana.  It supported the EU Presidency's contribution, which stated that the main added value of the Pact lays in its ability to promote greater regional cooperation and thereby contributes to the prevention of conflicts in the region. 

The Table confirmed and welcomed the inclusion of the Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia as full participants in the Stability Pact.  It recognised the willingness of these countries to formally accept all basic principles and commitments under the Pact and the contribution made by these countries toward fostering stability, democracy and prosperity for the region.

Subsequently, the Table confirmed the appointment of Ambassador Vladimir Drobnjak as Chairman of Working Table III.  It also approved the envisaged rotation of the chairmanship of Working Table III among the chairs of the two sub-tables.  It took note of the nomination of Soren Jessen-Petersen as Chairman of Regional Return Initiative and Migration and Asylum Initiative.

The Table welcomed the recommendations made by the Special Coordinator on Stability Pact reform, which were fully in line with his report to the General Affairs Council in Brussels on 11 March 2002.  In particular, the Table confirmed the Pact’s commitment to coherence as well as mutual and complementary support to both the Stabilisation and Association Process (SAP) and the accession process for candidate countries which also participate in the Stability Pact.  It encouraged the EU to continue, in line with the conclusions of the Zagreb summit, to exercise the leading role in the Pact, under the auspices of the OSCE.

The Table endorsed strategies to enhance complementarity of the SAP and the Stability Pact, including information exchange on possible areas of cooperation, including EU assistance in the framework of CARDS.  The establishment of an Informal Consultative Committee (ICC), comprising EU Commission, EU Presidency, EU Council Secretariat, SEECP Representative and the Special Coordinator, was particularly appreciated. 

In the light of the priorities defined at the last Regional Table in June 2001, the Table agreed to focus on the following priority objectives for 2002: 

· Trade and investment: completing the network of 21 bilateral FTAs by the end of 2002 and improving and monitoring of the overall investment climate;

· Infrastructure (including energy): timely implementation of the agreed infrastructure projects in close cooperation with the EU, the International Financial Institutions and the countries of the region; 

· Refugee issues: provide sustainable solutions for at least 100'000 refugees and displaced persons;

· Cross-border cooperation: start up of an informal cooperation process on functional cross-border issues (e.g., on energy, infrastructure, border management etc.) in co-operation with UNMIK, EU representatives and other interested partners;

· Small Arms and Light Weapons: establishment of a “Regional Clearinghouse” in Belgrade under UNDP auspices to develop and implement projects aimed at reducing the excess supply and illicit trafficking of SALW throughout the region (Clearinghouse opened 8 May 2002)

· Organised crime: establishment of a SP Organized Crime Initiative executive secretariat at the SECI Transborder Crime Centre at Bucharest.

Furthermore, participants stressed that in addition to the six priority objectives a number of other important processes will be continued.

The Table supported suggested the following measures to reduce the number of Stability Pact meetings and rationalise Stability Pact structures:

· To hold the Regional Table as the decision-making body of the Stability Pact annually at the end of each year and to reduce Working Table sessions to once annually in the middle of the year (to be held in co-chairing country);

· To extend the co-chairmanship of the Working Tables to a period of one year starting on 1 July;

· To increase visibility of SP actions on the ground and raise public awareness of achievements;

· To strengthen coordination and cooperation of Task Forces/initiatives that work on related subjects. 

Participants endorsed the proposal to align efforts by the SP and the SEECP, by formalising SEECP´s representation in the ICC, and to bring SECI activities closer to the work of the Pact through regular consultation, and, if appropriate, participation in meetings and sharing of facilities and services.  Steps undertaken towards closer coordinate with regional initiatives (CEI, BSEC, SECI, Adriatic-Ionian Initiative) were welcomed.

The Table received briefings by representatives from the Commission, UNMIK, and OHR on their priorities, strategies and challenges in carrying out their mandates and commended these institutions on progress achieved.

Participants welcomed the contribution made by the Stability Pact toward fostering regional cooperation and stability and stressed their support for the important role that the Stability Pact will continue to play in the future.
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