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Regional Trade Relations

Following the second Stability Pact Trade Working Group meeting in Belgrade, on 2-3 April, participants are closing in on the goal of signing a comprehensive memorandum of understanding (MOU) on the establishment of a network of Free Trade Agreements among SEE countries.  These agreements will be in full conformance with WTO rules and practice, and also with a view towards eventual EU integration.  Several open questions remain, but it can be anticipated that the countries of the region will be able to sign the MOU prior to the summer break.  The implementation of the Free Trade Agreements should be completed by the end of next year.

Stability Pact and the Macedonian Crisis

The Stability Pact has not been configured as a crisis intervention tool.  Nonetheless, some of its activities have hopefully helped in defusing the Macedonian crisis.

At the margin of the SEECP Heads of Parliaments Conference in Skopje on March 20/21, following the flare-up of the fighting by militants near Tetovo, the Special Co-ordinator convened an meeting of political party leaders of all parties represented in the Macedonian Parliament.  Past midnight and after 4 hours of discussion a consensus emerged, that the territorial integrity of Macedonia needs to be respected, that violence is no way of achieving a better integration of the Albanian population in Macedonia and that additional quick international assistance is needed to demonstrate to the population, that it pays to side with the democratic forces.  More important, however, was the fact that all parties, including the two Albanian parties, participated after they abstained from a cabinet meeting on the very same day.  In combination with the reaction of regional Governments, it was possible to quickly isolate the militants.  It was based on the outcome of this all-party roundtable, that Bodo Hombach suggested to the EU Troika that the EU take the leading role in continuing this interethnic dialogue under the umbrella of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA).  Throughout the critical moments Hombach made his close contacts to Macedonian Foreign Minister Srgjan Kerim, a former Stability Pact regional envoy, available to the international community, which included a joint press conference with Kerim and OSCE Chairman in Office Geoana in Brussels.*

Equally moderating influence came from Macedonia’s Women's’ Groups.  As part of the regional Gender Task Force initiative of the Stability Pact the Macedonian Women’s Lobby launched an international appeal and called for the protection of the country’s northern border and humanitarian assistance for those individuals displaced by the conflict.  The Special Co-ordinator also met with the women’s group on the margins of the SEECP Conference.  The Stability Pact contributed material to an awareness raising campaign, designed at maintaining the momentum of demonstrating civil disapproval of the violence.

www.stabiltiypact.org for press release on Macedonia

Danube Conference takes shape

The Special Co-ordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, Mr Bodo Hombach, has made a proposal to hold a high-level Danube-Conference possibly in 2001.  The objective of the conference is to promote the renewal of the Danube basin after several years of interrupted navigation.  More precisely, areas such as infrastructure, environmental rehabilitation, tourism or cultural networks could be assessed.

Such a Conference is a regional project par excellence, since it aims at enhancing regional co-operation among beneficiary countries, donor countries and other participants of the Pact. 

Following initial contacts with the Danube Commission, 2 preparatory meeting were held in Brussels on 16 February and 5 April with the riparian countries.  Participants welcomed the initiative.  A comprehensive report by the Austrian delegation, including the offer to host the planned Conference in Vienna, was accepted as starting point.  Participants stressed that any such initiative will need to build on existing institutions and that a high-level Conference cannot take place before reestablishment of navigation on the Danube.  It was underlined that the creation of another international institution has to be avoided.  A Project Committee has been established, which will steer the Conference preparations

New Director for Working Table III

As of 1 May, Mr Stewart Henderson of Canada will join the Stability Pact team as the new director for Working Table III.  He will also guide activities in the sub-tables of defence & security and justice & home affairs.


Refugee Return: A Common Problem – Different Answers

The change of government in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia now allows to jointly tackle the remaining problems impeding return and re/integration of displaced populations in Bosnia, Croatia and FRY.  Although occasional bilateral contacts existed in the past, the most crucial issues, affecting the implementation of durable solutions for the still more than 1.3 million displaced people in the three countries, could not be resolved satisfactorily.

Frequent working level bilateral or tri-lateral contacts in the recent months have allowed for the first time since the war, to objectively identify and discuss issues of common concern and to draw a joint “Agenda for Regional Action” which is now in the final stages of preparation through the Stability Pact “Regional Return Initiative” under the chairmanship of Hans Koschnick.  This constructive dialogue also engages civil society, including displaced associations and NGOs, with attendance from all quarters and governments.

While the previously dominant insecurity in areas of return and political obstruction to repatriation is gradually disappearing, legislation is still inadequate, administrative procedures are cumbersome and incompatible, or unbiased information is unavailable to the individual refugee.  This has been recognised by the concerned authorities, which have engaged in implementing necessary steps in their respective countries adjusting and harmonising with their neighbours if necessary.

At this stage, the three governments have already agreed to exchange information and data on return intentions and reconstruction programs.  Further meetings on questions such as pension payments, citizenship and simplified return procedures will follow.  A joint declaration or agreement may be reached to provide a political framework for this process. 

The implications of local settlement, which has become a reality for most in a new rapidly evolving economic and social context, raises the important question when and how to recover and repossess property and other rights in the country or place of origin.  The close link of sustainable solutions for the refugees with the macro economic development across the borders will further warrant a close co-operation between the States.

Stability Pact tackles Asylum and 
Migration issues

Under the auspices of the Swedish EU-Presidency, Ms Gun-Britt Andersson, Swedish State Secretary, convened the first meeting of the Migration and Asylum Initiative Steering Committee in Brussels, 03.04.2001.

In her opening address she explained that the Swedish Presidency has decided to host the first meeting, because through the Initiative a strong support will be given to the Balkans concerning their national reform efforts, regional co-operation and ultimately forging closer links with Europe.  Therefore, all Partners of the Stability Pact are invited to declare their active role in this Initiative.

Ambassador Vladimir Drobnjak, Croatian co-chairman, mentioned in his address, a need to create a strategic framework of joint action by the countries in the region and the EU, fighting illegal migration, including trafficking in human beings.  He welcomed the first Steering Committee Meeting under his co-chairmanship, which would constitute a timely reaction to the rising problem of illegal migration.  (Full text: www.StabilityPact.org)

The structure of the Initiative and the Umbrella Paper were presented by Mr Hemingway, Office of the Special Co-ordinator, the Migration – Module by Mr Widgren / ICMPD, Mr Harms / IOM and the Asylum-Module by Mr Mouchet / UNHCR After a short discussion the structure and the papers were adopted by the participants, knowing that a big step in the right direction was done.

Ms Andersson and Mr Drobnjak, expressed their conviction, that this Initiative within the proposed structures will not only help the SAP-Countries to build up a legislative framework and learning by exercises helping them to become save third country but to integrate them in the political field of action towards The EU.

Several countries declared to take over the responsibility for a partnership.  The first Country-Team to be on action is the support for Croatia with Germany and Austria, supported by Slovenia, as a Junior Partner, hoping that other Teams will follow soon.


How to bring Bosnia & Herzegovina closer to Europe

The Conference on Bosnia and Herzegovina in Europe - "Link Diversity" under the motto "Many identities - Civil link" was held in Sarajevo 21-23 March 2001 with the participation of the Council of Europe headed by Indulis Berzins, Chairman of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe and with representatives of the Stability Pact, namely Hans Koschnick for the Refugee Return and Sonja Lokar, chairing the Gender Task Force.  This conference served to launch the Bosnian national campaign in the framework of the Awareness-raising Campaign to promote multi-ethnic society and democratic citizenship for all - Project "Link Diversity", and served as an incentive to other countries of the region to move forward in their preparations for this important Stability Pact initiative.

The Conference dealt with the processes of integration of BH into Europe; Stability Pact and the «Link Diversity» Campaign; and Women's Contribution to the Campaign.  All participants expressed full support for strengthening civil society and emphasised the importance of all governmental and non-governmental organisations and each individual citizen in promoting the processes of democratisation.

The role of the Stability Pact Programme for Refugees and Displaced Persons was highlighted; participants also stressed the importance of the education and culture programs within the QSP of the Stability Pact, and paid attention to the contribution of women within the Pact, particularly through its Gender Programme, which is complementary to the Project "Link Diversity".  The importance of considering the economic determinants and their importance with regard to identity, culture and politics was pointed out, as well as the specific role of religion in the processes of building civil society.

Moldova intends to join Stability Pact

After having consulted all the Stability Pact partners, Moldova is one step closer to become a full member of the Stability Pact.  The new government under Prime Minister Luchinski was informed by the Special Co-ordinator that the formal decision would be taken at the next Regional Table scheduled for June 28 in Brussels.

Practical steps for police co-operation

The first meeting of the working group on regional civilian police training in Southeast Europe gathered 18 participants representing ministries of interiors, police academies and police forces of the countries in the region, the donor community as well as international experts. The meeting was held in Zagreb on 4 April 2001 and was co-chaired by Mr Zlatko Miletic from the Croatian Ministry of the Interior and Mr Tor Tanke Holm from the Norwegian Police Directorate.

The meeting concluded to focus on the following priority areas for training:

illegal migrations, trafficking in human beings, smuggling of drugs, smuggling of stolen vehicles, organized crime, forging of documents and money, training of border police, training of police working with national minorities, relationship of police and media, police management, role of police and its place in society, training of management staff and trainers (train the trainers), riots combat and terrorism combat.

The next meeting, taking place before the WT 3 meeting in Zagreb will identify a number of concrete training activities that can start in the next 6-9 month and on a presentation given by the Association of European Police Colleges (AEPC) on a training model (best practice).

New Stability Pact Regional Envoy takes up office

The Regional Envoy's Office in Bucharest is comprised of the following members:

· Mr Mihai Razvan Ungureanu - Regional Envoy 
of the Stability Pact

· Mr Mircea Naidin - Diplomatic counsellor

· Mrs Viorica Mircioaga - Chief of cabinet

· Ms Bianca Bogos - Personal assistant

The address is:

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Aleea Alexandru nr.33, sector 1, Bucharest, Romania

Telephone:
+40 - 1- 230.61.88

Fax:

+40 - 1- 230.67.04

The opening of the offices will take place on 1 May in presence of the SC Hombach.  We wish Mr Ungureanu and his team all the best.

Meeting Schedule of Stability Pact
Regional and Working Tables

Working Table I

14 - 15 May 2001, Portoroz (Slovenia)

Working Table II

21 – 23 May 2001, Tirana

Working Table III

12 - 13 June 2001, Zagreb

Regional Table

28 June 2001, Brussels

COE Development Bank

The Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB; www.coebank.org) plans to become a formal facilitator for the Stability Pact along with some other international organisations.  The CEB has already played a vital role in assuring the success of a number of our programs in the social area with funding of nearly €90 million (of a total €300 million pledged) at the first regional funding conference March 2000.  The CEB’s commitment to Southeast Europe underlines its longstanding dedication to the region’s social and economic development.

The French government ready to chair the Stability Pact Social Cohesion Initiative.

The French government has appointed Mr Olivier Villey, Deputy Director of International Relations in the Ministry of Employment and Solidarity as Chairman of the Stability Pact Social Cohesion Initiative.  This new initiative, which will hopefully be endorsed by the Stability Pact partners during the next meeting of Working Table II in Tirana from 22 to 23 May, attempts to integrate the social dimension into Stability Pact activities.  A Working Group is finalising an Action Plan, which focuses on the development of regional strategic approaches in areas such as vocational training and employment policy, dialogue between social partners and government, health, social protection and housing."

The Special Co-ordinator's visits included:

· Skopje, from 21 until 23 February.  He attended the SEECP Summit of Heads of Parliaments and had meetings with Mr Srgjan Kerim, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Boskov, Chairman Parliament Foreign Affairs Committee, Mr Boris Trajkovski, President.  Conducted all-party round table on the Macedonian crisis.

· Sarajevo, on 28 and 29 March, for meetings with Mr Rasim Kadic, Deputy Minister of European Integration, Mr Wolfgang Petritsch, OHR, Dr. Dragan Mikerevic, Minister for European Integration, Dr. Zlatko Lagumdzija, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Kresimir Dubak, Minister of Human Rights and Refugees, Dr Mladen Ivanic, Prime Minister, Mr Peters, German Ambassador, Dr Bozidar Matic, Chairman of the Council of Ministers, Mr Alija Behmen, Prime Minister of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr Zivko Radisic, President of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina

· Slovenia, on 23 and 24 April, for meetings with Prof. Dimitrij Rupel, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ms Tovornik, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Ms Puhar, National Co-ordinator, Mr Borut Pahor, President of the National Assembly, Mr Jelko Kacin, Chairman of the Foreign Policy Committee of the National Assembly, Mr Milan Kucan, President, Mr Jozko Cuk, President of the Chamber of Commerce.

· Washington from 26 to 27 April, for meetings with Mr Robert Zoellick, US Trade Representative, Mr Nicholas Robertson, Acting OPIC President, Mr Johannes Linn, Vice President of the World Bank, Mr Richard Armitage, Deputy Secretary of State, and Mr Marc Grossman, Under Secretary of State, Mr Stephen Hadley, Deputy National Security Advisor.  In this framework, Mr Hombach gave a keynote address to the American Institute for Contemporary German Studies, Washington.

The Special Coordinator has also:

· Attended in Brussels the EU-General Affairs Council meeting and met Mr SRSG Haekkerup, UNMIK, on 26 February

· Met in Brussels Mr Djukanovic, President of Montenegro and Mr Lukovac, Foreign Minister of Montenegro as well as Mr Manley, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Canada on 26 February.

· Met in Paris Mr Védrine, Foreign Minister, Mr Errera, Political Director and Mr Raymond, Vice Chairman of Foreign Affairs Committee Assemblée nationale, on 6 March

· Met in Berlin with Foreign Affairs Committee, Committee for Defence Policy and the Sub-Committee of the Budgetary Committee dealing with EU, German Bundestag, on 7 March. 

· Met in Brussels with Mr Tomov, Party-Chairman of "European Left in Bulgaria"

· Met in Düsseldorf with Serbian Prime Minister Djindjic on 10 and 11 March

· Gave an opening speech in Leipzig at SC Enertec 2001, Conference on Energy Policy in South Eastern Europe,  on 14 March

· Attended in Brussels the EU-GAC meeting and met with Mrs Helga Konrad, Trafficking on Human Beings, Mr Srgjan Kerim, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Macedonia, Mr Geoana, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Romania on 19 March

· Attended, in Szeged, the Szeged Conference and met with Mr Janos Martonyi, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Hungary, and with Mr Sandor Pinter, Hungarian Minister of Interior, on 23 March

· Participated in Berlin at a roundtable on the situation in SEE on invitation by Mr Joschka Fischer, Minister for Foreign Affairs, with State Secretary Pleuger and all German Ambassadors in the Region on 26 March 

· Met in Düsseldorf Mr Srgjan Kerim, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Macedonia on 16 and 17 April

· Met in Düsseldorf, Mr Djindjic, Prime Minister of Serbia on 20 April
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