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Brussels, 20 June 2000

Newsletter on Current Developments - n. 4

Further information on items treated in this newsletter can be found on the Stability Pact website (www.stabilitypact.org)

This issue has been delayed due to preparations for the Thessaloniki Regional Table
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1.  Upcoming Meetings and events


During the months of June and July the following meetings and events are foreseen
:

1. 20 June, in Zagreb, Steering Board of the Regional Return Initiative;
2. 19-21 June, in Sofia, meeting on Vocational Education/Training, 

3. 21 June, in Brussels, expert group of the Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Initiative; 

4. 23 June, Stuttgart, Business Advisory Council, 

5. 28 June, Budapest - troika meeting of the co-chairs of WT1 (Hungary, Romania, Slovenia)

6. 30 June, in Skopje, Stability Pact Trade Group, 
7. 3 July (tbc), in Brussels, meeting of the donors network;
8. 6 July , in London, Investment Compact Project Team, 

9. 6/7 July, Cavtat (Croatia), Stability Pact Task Force on Environment,  
10. 14 July, in Brussels, meeting of the expert Working Group of the Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Initiative;
11. 17 July, in Brussels, meeting between the Special Coordinator and National coordinators of south east European and neighboring countries; 

The following meetings are also envisaged. Dates are being defined:

1. mid July, in Bucharest meeting of the leaders of the WT I Task Forces;

2. mid July, meeting of the Asylum and Migration Working Group dealing with legislative reform and capacity building

3. July, in Brussels, meeting of the enhanced Media Task Force; 

2. Regional Table


The Report of the Second Meeting of the Regional Table has been posted on the Stability Pact web site. 

3. Quick Start Package

The final list of Stability Pact Quick Start Package projects for the three Working Tables, complemented by a list of bilateral projects known to the OCSP has been posted on the web site. It will be updated on the 30th of June

4.Consultative Meeting with NGOs

A Consultative Meeting of the Chairman of Working Table for Democratization and Human Rights with NGOs was held on the 6 of June in Thessaloniki. The purpose of the meeting was 

· To give participants (more than 70 regional and international NGOs) a review of Stability Pact activity; 

· Exchange views on how NGOs could be better informed of and involved in the activities of the Stability Pact in order to increase their role and impact.

This was a first institutionalized possibility for NGOs to express themselves on questions relevant to their co-operation with the Stability Pact. NGOs formulated a number of proposals on how to improve the partnership between the NGO community and the Stability Pact. Most of the recommendations addressed the questions of: 

· Enhancing the flow of information and transparency on SP activities, priorities and procedures (web site, SP contact point, etc.)

· Foster networking in order to facilitate cross border/regional cooperation;

· Empowerment of NGOs towards governments (ensure full freedom of movement, proper legislation, training for NGO members, etc.) 

· Enhanced cooperation/improvement of communication between NGOs and governments;

· Strengthen the role of NGOs in the evaluation and implementation of projects (taking more fully into account needs and priorities perceived by the region, etc.);

· Particular attention to be given to Serbian civil society (inclusion of actors into regional networks, flow of information on regional and international activities, etc.);

· Raising awareness on SP priorities and activities

As a result of the meeting follow up actions will be taken by the Stability Pact Office. Particular focus will be put on reaching agreement on an NGO Charter, a document that will reinforce efforts made by NGOs to promote civil society 

5. Monitoring Mutual Commitments

OCSP is posting on the web site information received by Stability Pact partners, both donors and countries in the region, information on the state of implementation of the commitments taken during the Regional Funding Conference. Reports and matrixes will be posted as they are received.

6. Conference on Research Cooperation

The Office of the Special Coordinator, in Cooperation with the Bertelsmann Foundation, held a conference on research cooperation on 30 May in Brussels. The objective of this think tank meeting was to

· Start a coordination process between research institutions and think tanks from and outside the region

· Take stock of ongoing research activities related to Working Table III issues 

· Assess the needs with regard to security research and the development of national and regional security-policy expertise

· Enhance networking between think tanks in the region 

· Explore means to link security policy expertise with the decision-making process.

As a result of the conference

· participants agreed on improved information about ongoing activities through the website of CEPS (Brussels) and the Bertelsmann Foundation (Gütersloh)

· a follow-up meeting will be held in Skopje on 24-25 June 2000 by the South East European Policy Institute Network (SEEPIN) to work out an agenda of research priorities
· the Bertelsmann Foundation will, in cooperation with think tanks from the region, conduct a research study on the political, social, and economic reform requirements of the South East European countries with regard to EU integration

7. Donors’ Network

The “Stability Pact Donors Network” has become operational through the general mailing list that has been established. Donors have been addressed for assistance to the Serbian independent media following the initiative taken by EU SG/HR Solana, Commissioner Chris Patten and SCSP Hombach (see item 10).

8. Adriatic Initiative

The Adriatic Initiative was launched at the Conference on Development and Security in the Adriatic and Ionian that was held in Ancona (Italy) on the 19th-20th of May. 

The Albanian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Paskal Milo, the Minister for Foreign Affairs from Bosnia and Herzegovina Jadranko Prlic; the Croatian Minister for Foreign Affairs Tonino Picula; the Greek Minister for Foreign Affairs, George Papandreou; the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Lamberto Dini; the Slovenian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dimitrij Rupel, the EU High Representative for CFSP Javier Solana, European Commissioner Schreyer, the President of the European Commission, Romano Prodi and SC Bodo Hombach attended the meeting that was closed by the Italian Prime Minister Giuliano Amato.

The conference created institutional mechanisms to establish close co-operation between the Adriatic and Ionian countries in the fight against organized crime, inter-port co-operation and security navigation, safeguard of maritime resources and of the environment and cultural and scientific co-operation. All speakers highlighted the important facilitating and co-ordinating role of the Stability Pact Documentation on the Conference, including the Ancona Declaration, can be found on the website of the Italian MFA (www.esteri.it).

9. Media Task Force

The Media Task Force met on the 30th of May in Brussels to consider the Media Charter. The Task Force endorsed in principle the importance of the Charter as a vehicle for supporting a free and independent media throughout the region and assisting the future development of the media sector
. The Task Force also expressed support for the free media in the FRY and considered measures to assist it in the face of increasing repression by the Milosevic regime.
10. Assistance for Serbian Independent Media 

On 19 May the High Representative of the European Union for CFSP Javier Solana, European Commissioner Chris Patten and SCSP Bodo Hombach took part in the round table on media issues in Serbia “Strategies for Solidarity with Independent Media in Serbia” sponsored by the International Federation of Journalists and the World Association of Newspapers. It focused on identifying the most urgent technical and material needs of independent media in Serbia in consultation with media in the region, on encouraging closer cooperation at media to media level, and on examining current requirements in the areas of humanitarian and legal assistance.  

Attendance included journalists and independent media in Serbia, international media and professional organizations, EU member states, participants in the Stability Pact, representatives of international organizations including the OSCE, UNESCO and Council of Europe and international press freedom and human rights groups.
Following the meeting, an informal liaison group formed of representatives of the professional organizations, Office of the EU HR, EC, OCSP and donors was created to pursue the issue. A needs assessment, based on information received from professional organizations of independent media in Serbia, was circulated to donors through the Stability Pact Donors’ Network.

11. Meeting of the Education Task Force Technical Committee

The Technical Committee of the Task Force on Education and Youth held a meeting in Brussels on 16 May. Main topics on the agenda were:

· update on Stability Pact activities, 

· update on the latest development within the Task Force,

· short and medium term aim of the task force and its future role.

Participants were informed of the results of the Regional Funding Conference and of the creation and first meeting of the donor’s network. As for the follow-up to the Regional Funding Conference, discussion focused on the issue of monitoring activities. Participants emphasised the need to draw on already existing monitoring mechanisms. The Task Force would have an important role to play in the implementation and monitoring process. The meeting also addressed the issue of eventual duplication with WTII Training and Vocational Education activities. The focus of the two sectors is different. There is therefor scope for dealing with the issue of vocational education and training within the two Working Tables. Participants further discussed the possibility of pursuing a more focused policy on youth in the countries in the region through the Stability Pact (legislation making, creation of a structure for dialogue with the respective governments, etc.).

12. Investment Compact

The Project Team of the Investment Compact is meeting in London on 6 July to take stock of the considerable progress made until now and discuss the next steps in implementing and monitoring the Compact.  

The forthcoming meeting is a milestone in the Investment Compact. South East European countries are currently defining their main policy priorities and commitments to improve their investment climates. These priorities will be consistent with commitments under existing agreements with bilateral and multilateral partners, and will incorporate additional important areas. The meeting will give country economic team leaders the opportunity to set out reform priorities and commitments.  

Another key objective of the meeting is to review progress on regional initiatives launched within the Compact and reach agreement on new proposals. More concretely, the discussion will focus on the initial work carried out in the framework of two operational projects, namely on Country Reviews under the SEE Forum for Entrepreneurship and Enterprise Development and on the SEE Partnership for Accountancy Development.   

Finally, the Project Team will explore the avenues for  enhancing awareness and transparency of communication by using an electronic discussion group among Project Team Members as well as the Stability Pact Web Site.

13. Meeting of the Ministers of Justice of SEE

Ministers met in Budapest on the 25th of May, and agreed on the following Declaration. 

Declaration of the Ministers of Justice of South Eastern European States

Ministers of Justice of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Romania, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, with the participation of representatives of Slovenia as sponsor country of the Task Force on human rights and minorities meeting within the framework of the Working Table on Democratization and Human Rights of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe;

with the participation of representative of the Council of Europe;

recognizing the importance of the protection of human rights, including rights of minorities for the development and functioning of a democratic society and for strengthening security and political stability as well as friendly relations between nations;

desiring to promote democracy, stability and peaceful international relations in the South Eastern European Region;

having regard to the Framework Program of Action adopted at the Conference on Inter-Ethnic Relations and National Minorities held on 16-17 March 2000 in Portorož, Slovenia;

emphasizing the importance of fully implementing the existing commitments in the field of the protection of national minorities, by enhancing the monitoring role of appropriate mechanisms on the national and international level, stressing the importance of positive measures and welcoming the initiative to launch a Non-Discrimination Review;

bearing in mind the responsibility of Ministers of Justice in the field of legislation and harmonization of national laws with international standards within their authority on the basis of national legislation;

express their intention to

I. initiate and support activities included in the Joint Statement and Framework Programme of action adopted by the Conference on Human Rights and National Minorities in Portoroz on 17th of March 2000 and implementation of the proposed projects as follow-up of the conference concerned. 

II. promote in their capacity as Ministers of Justice the acceptance and enforcement of international human rights standards, notably in the area of non-discrimination;

III. strive to establish direct contacts in order to help preventing and resolving minority conflicts;

IV. meet regularly in order to discuss developments and further tasks in the field of the protection of human rights and the rights of national and ethnic minorities.

14. Stability Pact Fight against Organized Crime (SPOC)

On June 16 June a consultative meeting between countries of the region and the Stability Pact Fight against organized Crime Working Group took place in Vienna, hosted by the OSCE. The working group’s final draft of the SPOC initiative was discussed. The initiative and the proposed text received overall support; countries of the region will send their comments to the SC by end of June.

Following the finalization of the consultation SC Bodo Hombach would like to request the endorsement of Heads of Government of countries in the region, possibly at an upcoming meeting, and propose its formal adoption by the Stability Pact during the WT III meeting in Sofia.

15. Anti Corruption Initiative

The Management Committee met in Rome on the 15th of June under the Chairmanship of Dr. Michele Marchesiello. On the financial situation, Norway confirmed disbursement shortly of 200 000 EURO to the CoE for their participation in the SPAI. The Committee urged others donors that have expressed support for the initiative to firm up their commitments. The Committee discussed contacts with Partners in the region, in particular the Croatian and Albanian national programs. It decided to visit Montenegro, possibly at the beginning of July and discussed ways of associating Moldova to the SPAI, in line with the decision taken at the Regional Table on involving that country more closely to Stability Pact activities, 

As for cooperation with other organizations/Initiatives, representatives from IDLI (International Development Law Institute) presented the SELDI  (SEE Legal Development Initiative) initiative. Furthermore, a meeting will be organized before mid July with the European Commission, OLAF (Anti-fraud Office), to check how any cooperation between SPAI and OLAF can be developed. The Committee requested a joint meeting between SPAI, SPOC and those responsible for judiciary training. 

Next meetings of the Management Committee will be on:

· 7 September, Paris

· 5 October, Brussels

· 8 November, Strasbourg

· 7 December, Rome

16. Disaster Preparedness prevention Initiative

The Stability Pact has established a Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Initiative (DPPI) in March 2000, in order to create a framework for regional cooperation to deal with disasters that either transcend borders or overwhelm the capacity of a single country to cope independently. The DPPI has held two Steering Committee meetings and two experts’ meetings. 

DPPI has initially focused on gathering data on the risk assessment, national capacities and programs concerning disaster/civil emergency preparedness of countries in the region, in order to develop a concept based on a cohesive and sustainable strategy for the region.

An operational team will be visiting target countries at the end of June and beginning of July, to complete available data on which to prepare the groundwork for a concept.

The Stability Pact has been represented at the UN-OCHA/PfP Ministerial Conference, held in Fribourg (CH) on the 14th-15th of June 2000.

17. Visits by the Special Co-ordinator

The Special Coordinator has i.a. paid visits to:

· Tokyo, from 14 until 17 May, for meetings with Minister Taichi Sakaiya, Director General of the Economic Planning Agency, Mr. Ichita Yamamoto, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs;

· Montenegro, on 22 and 23 May, for meetings with Mr. Milo Djukanovic, President of Montenegro, members of the International Relations Committee, Mr. Branko Lukovac, Minister for Foreign Affairs;

· Albania, from 27 until 29 May, for meetings with Mr. Rexhep Meidani, President of Albania, Mr. Ilir Meta, Prime Minister, Mr. Pascal Milo, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mrs. Ermelinda Meksi, Minister for Trade and Economic Cooperation;

· Romania, from 10 until 14 June, for meetings with Mr. Mugur Isarescu, Prime Minister, Mr. Petre Roman, Foreign Minister, and Mr. Traian Basescu, Minister of Transport;

The Special Coordinator has i.a. also:

· Attended the “Conference on Development and Security in the Adriatic and Ionian” in Ancona on May 20th;

· Attended NATO’s EAPC meeting on ministerial level in Florence on May 25th;

· Met the President of the European Commission, Mr Romano Prodi, in Brussels on May 26th;

· Met the EU-Council Secretary General/High Representative Javier Solana and Member of the European Commission, Mr Christopher Patten in Brussels on May 30th;

· Attended the “Conference on Interreligious Dialogue in South Eastern Europe” in Budapest on May 31st;

· Attended the NGOs Consultative meeting in Thessaloniki on June 7th;

· Co-chaired together with the Greek Foreign Minister Papandreou the Informal meeting of Foreign Ministers of South Eastern Europe and neighbouring Countries in Thessaloniki on June 7th;

· Attended the Aspen Italia Conference “Europe and the Balkans: the role of the Stability Pact for reforms and development” in Venice on June 19th;

� All meetings and events are by invitation unless otherwise specified. 


� Stability Pact partners that wish to see events included in the newsletter can email relevant information to � HYPERLINK "mailto:stabilitypact@stabilitypact.org" ��stabilitypact@stabilitypact.org�


� The Charter was subsequently approved at the June  8 Regional Table meeting
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