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Memo From Brussels


From:	Bodo Hombach, the Special Coordinator


To:	Stability Pact Partipcants and Friends


The Stability Pact is well into its second full year of operations, having consolidated its role as a mechanism for facilitating international engagement with all the nations of Southeastern Europe.  In order to sustain and build upon our achievements, we need to redouble our efforts in the months ahead to fully realize our potential as a catalyst for regional development and cooperation.


In reviewing the past few months, I am particularly pleased by three notable developments, which have had a profound impact on our work and goals:


Yugoslavia – Welcoming the FRY into the Stability Pact, following the democratic revolution in early October has allowed us at last the chance to work toward a complete regional solution.  Addressing the needs of Yugoslavia will be an enormous task for all of us, and we must be sure to keep them within a regional context, but it is also the key to our success.


Private Investment – I have been pleased to see a rapid increase over the past several months in investor interest in Southeastern Europe.  The work we are doing through the Pact can only be sustained through credible and widespread regional economic development, which requires a steady rise in direct inward and foreign investment.  Charting a substantial increase in investor interest in the region over the past year, the EBRD in a recent report pointed out the important role the Stability Pact had played.


Regional Cooperation – A cornerstone of the Pact’s work continues to be facilitating a regional dialogue leading to greater cooperation in a variety of fields.  I have been encouraged by recent steps by the South East Europe Cooperation Process to define and implement concrete areas for regional partnership.


I look forward to working together with all of you in the coming year toward our shared goal of giving the countries of Southeast Europe a firm place in the European family.


 � EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





New Developments 





E-Balkans


The Stability Pact partners, who participated at the meeting of Working Table II in Istanbul, endorsed a concept paper (see website) calling for the establishment of a Stability Pact E-Balkans Initiative. The idea had emanated from the British government and is meeting with great interests from governments, the private sector and also some non-governmental organizations. The Swedish government agreed to take the lead of the e-Balkans Working group as from January 2001. The Working Group will be co-chaired by Croatia. The Office of the Special Coordinator will act as a facilitator to the Working group.





Social Cohesion


The Working Table II meeting in Istanbul also decided that a working group should prepare a concrete action plan for a proposed Initiative for Social Cohesion in South Eastern Europe. Drawing on the existing work by various organizations and governments in the social field, this is an attempt to streamline and coordinate existing activities as well as to create a regional added value, such as regional networking, which will complement programmes and initiatives with individual countries. Areas such as improved access to social rights and infrastructure (social security, health, and housing), the creation of employment for youth and vulnerable population groups as well as social dialogue between governments, employers and workers are among the key areas of the Action Plan presently developed.  These issues were discussed at a meeting of the Working Group, which took place in Paris on 8 December.





.








For further information on these and other activities under the Stability Pact, please visit our website at www.stabilitypact.org











Consultative Forum with Yugoslav Municipalities


Stability Pact working for new member


Following the democratic changes the FRY became a full and equal participant of the Stability Pact on 26 October 2000 at a special meeting of the Regional Table in Bucharest. On November 13-14, the Stability Pact held the first sizeable international conference in Belgrade in over a decade. This “Consultative Forum with Yugoslav Municipalities” was devoted to political co-operation with local authorities and assistance to towns and municipalities in Serbia and Montenegro. Co-organisers were the City of Belgrade, the Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities of Yugoslavia and the Hungarian Government, co-sponsor of the Szeged Process. It involved over 60 nations and institutions and nearly 300 representatives of Yugoslav municipalities The aim of the Belgrade conference was to recognize the key role local authorities have played in bringing about democratic change and building viable and accountable public institutions in Serbia and Montenegro. 





The conference provided an opportunity for mayors directly to advise participants on practical conditions and issues at local level and their primary concerns on immediate and longer-term needs. This was not a donors conference but directed at galvanizing international donors to address most urgent requirements on a timely and effective basis. According to the preliminary results of a comprehensive municipality survey by the United Nations Humanitarian Co-ordinator outlined at this meeting, energy emerges consistently as the most urgent priority for humanitarian assistance with particular focus on heating and electricity. The report also mentions sanitation, refugees, health and education as essential areas of concern in view of the upcoming winter.  


Participants declared their intent to assist Yugoslav towns and municipalities with up to Euro 500m of emergency assistance. European Commission and the US announced major contributions. These funds would be mostly directed toward energy supplies, heating oil and electricity, public sanitation facilities, education and public transport resources. We are pleased to note that substantial amounts of emergency help have already arrived.  The conference provided important input for a December donors co-ordination meeting led by the European Commission and the World Bank.  


The conference also established a process of city-to-city relations within South Eastern Europe and between cities in South Eastern Europe and other Stability Pact countries. A number of cities have pledged practical assistance under the framework of Stability Pact partnership programs. 


Intra-regional Trade is economic lynchpin


Geneva meeting will highlight regional commitment





As it was agreed at the last meeting of Working Table II of the Stability Pact a ministerial level Trade Policy Forum will be held on the 17-18 January 2001 in Geneva. The preparatory works of the meeting are underway. The Department for International Development (DFID) of the UK is sponsoring this event. The purpose of the Geneva event is to highlight the countries’ commitment to improving the trade relations among SEE countries by signing a memorandum of understanding.


The Stability Pact Working Group on Trade Liberalisation and Facilitation was established under the chairmanship of the FYR of Macedonia in February 2000 to encourage progress on important trade issues. The Working Group has made some important steps to get an overview on the existing FTA’s and Non-Tariff-Barriers in the region initiating the confection of studies financed by the UK and Switzerland. The conclusions will be available shortly. 


It is envisaged that the first day of the Geneva Trade Policy Forum will be devoted to technical discussions on the various issues that have been raised by the studies on Free Trade Agreements and Non-Tariff Barriers.  The participants will be the senior trade policy officials from the countries, the international development organisations and technical experts. The Trade Policy Forum is also seeking ways to put emphasis on concrete measures that definitely need political support and commitment of each and every country of the region. To this end on the second day of the event a Memorandum of Understanding is to be signed by the Ministers of Trade of the SEE countries on specific actions to be undertaken.


The EU has recently adopted a comprehensive regulation to significantly enhance the current preferential trade regime with the region, thus offering an almost complete duty-free treatment for exports from the Western Balkan countries to the EU. However the establishment of a free trade area with the EU needs to be complemented by the improvement of Free Trade agreements within the region to make the region more attractive to potential investors..  


The Chairman of Stability Pact Working Table II and the Macedonian Ministry of Economy (as Chairman of the Working Group on Trade) will co-chair the meeting. High officials of the World Bank, WTO, EU, and other international organisations will be invited for the event. 


At a preparatory meeting of the event organised by the Working Group on Trade Liberalisation and Facilitation held in Brussels on 5 December the representatives of the countries of the region, the World Bank, the EU Commission, and the sponsoring and assisting countries agreed that a first draft of the MOU will be circulated to all countries by 11 December.  Countries will be invited to submit their comments on this draft by 20 December, following which the text will be finalised and a final version circulated to all participants on 8 January.


Contact to the organisers of the Trade Policy Forum - Geneva 17/18 January 2001 :


Maureen Gahan


Project Manager


DIFID/TDI Group


t: +353 1 661 1903


f: +353 1 661 4991


e: maureen.gahan@tdigroup.ie


� HYPERLINK http://www.tdigroup.ie ��www.tdigroup.ie�
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Short Takes





Update of QSP projects


The QSP projects of the three Working tables are continuously updated, in order to reflect the progress with regard to project implementation. This is done in collaboration with the EC/WB Joint Office.  To this end, the Stability Pact website is regularly updated. 





Environment


The second meeting of the Task Force of the Regional Environmental Reconstruction  Program for South Eastern Europe (REReP) took place in Brussels on 9 November. The various projects, which had been initiated by the Regional Funding Conference of March 2000, were reviewed. While projects for an amount of 4.2 million Euro are underway, an additional 5.2 million are firmly committed.  The meeting welcomed the participation of FRY into the Task Force. In order to mainstream environmental concerns into broader economic activities, the meeting also decided to invite International Financial Institutions to future Task Force meetings.  The next meeting of the Task Force will be held in Sarajevo on 6 April 2001.





Also within Stability Pact activities, the United Nations Programme for the Environment (UNEP) through its Balkan Task Force is actively pursuing its projects with regard to the ecological rehabilitation of sites, which have been damaged in FRY during the Kosovo crisis in 1999. On 18 December, UNEP launched the studies concerning the environmental rehabilitation of areas in Macedonia and Albania, which had been affected by the Kosovo crisis. These studies were carried out under the umbrella of the Stability Pact Quick Start Package.





Heads of Police meeting.


Amb Traavik and Mr Leroy took the initiative to convene a meeting in Sarajevo on 14 December of heads of police of the region.  The objective of that meeting, the first of its kind in the police field, is to offer a forum of discussion for police officials on issues which can benefit from a regional approach and to see how training of police forces can be better addressed at the regional level. It is expected that this meeting will provide guidance on future actions at the regional level. 





Anti Corruption Steering Group meeting


The Steering Group of the Anti Corruption Initiative will meet in Strasbourg on 18/19 December. The meeting will include all Senior Representatives of the region in charge of coordinating the fight against corruption, the members of the managing Committee (CoE, OECD, WB, EC and US) and supporting countries. The objective of the meeting is to review first progress achieved in each country of the region to implement the Initiative and, in particular, the seven immediate actions included in the original action plan. The meeting will also address the way ahead, the procedure for further monitoring and the work plan for 2001. A follow up meeting should take place in late February to review the general assessment on corruption, carried out by the Managing Committee. 








DPPI:


The Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Workshop was held as scheduled in Split/Croatia on 16-17 November 2000. Most of the countries that the DPPI targets were present as well as some donor countries. Those regional countries, which could not participate for technical reasons, sent SCSP letters supporting DPPI and expressed their readiness to support cooperation in this area. 





The meeting was opened by the Croatian Assistant Minister of Internal Affairs, and chaired by Mr. Stefano Pontecorvo, Director at the SCSP. Croatian Minister of Internal Affairs also honored the meeting by a speech.





Apart from its technical character, the Workshop also opened the DPPI to the Pact’s Partners. In addition to Operational Team visits that took place to Bulgaria and Croatia, there will be 10 more country visits in preparation of a regional report. 





The meeting also presented an opportunity for the Croatians to present one project that could be considered within the DPPI, pending the final report.





The methodology used for this report is a first in the world and has exemplary characteristics which could easily be adapted to other geographical regions.





Demining:


The inaugural meeting of the Stability Pact Humanitarian Mine Action Initiative (Forum for Cooperation on Mine Action in South Eastern Europe - FCMASEE) took place in Zagreb, on 12 December as scheduled. The meeting was opened by the Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs of Croatia and co-chaired by General Reay (Chairman of FCMSEE) and Mrs Plestina (Advisor to the Croatian Minister of Foreign Affairs on Mine Action).





An orientation paper concerning the FCMASEE was accepted and in the light of an earlier Working Group meeting three subjects were chosen as priority areas for cooperation: Stockpile Destruction, Trials and Evaluation and Training. Other subject, like mine-awareness was also considered for future action.





The head of CROMAC (Croatian Mine Action Center) said in the meeting that FCMASEE will help MAC to be more transparent in their work, which will in turn be much useful in their relations in general with the donors. This encapsulates one of the most important aims of the SP Initiative on Mine Action.





Two of the three new demining commissioners of Bosnia-Herzegovina, who were appointed only last week were present, in what was their first international meeting on this subject. Third commissioner sent his apologies.





Seminars:


Seminar on the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (QSP III.B.6) has taken place as scheduled on 4-9 November 2000 in Berlin. Mr. Marcus Ederer, Head of Cabinet presented a speech. When the final documents are ready, we will post them on our website.














Intra-regional Trade continued from page 2





Stability Pact Spokesperson





Roland Bless (Switzerland) is the new full-time Spokesperson for the Special Coordinator.  For the last 15 months Roland has been the spokesperson of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo.   Andrew Levi (United Kingdom) remains the Deputy Head of Cabinet.





Roland Bless


Spokesperson


Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe


50 Rue Wiertz, 1050 Brussels, Belgium





Tel:		(+32-2) 401.87.25


Fax:		(+32-2) 401.87.12


Mobile:		(+32-478) 974.655





Roland.Bless@stabilitypact.org
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Media Task Force Moving Ahead





Long-term and viable democracy requires a professional and independent media.  The Stability Pact is dedicated through the Media Task Force (MTF) to implementing regional codes of conduct and helping to facilitate international technical and professional assistance to the media sector.  We very much welcome the addition of Claude Moisy, a distinguished veteran journalist, as Chairman of the MTF and Mark Thompson, an expert on the media of the region, as the new MTF Executive Secretary.  Their presence will greatly increase the MTF capabilities.





Role of Working Groups


The Executive Secretary has been assisting the establishment of MTF Working Groups in the region, which should consist of mostly of media professionals. While governments cannot oversee the establishment of these groups nor should they have automatic right of membership, it is important to maintain efficient liaison between Working Groups and governments. This liaison is the responsibility of a 'contact person' on each side. Once established, the first task of each WG is to agree on a work-plan, setting out the priorities for media reform and development. It is to be hoped that the WGs will all be operative by the time of the next MTF meeting. The second task for the WGs will be to assist in preparing for the regional donors' conference, due to be held next spring. 





The Challenges in the FRY


The revolutionary events in Belgrade in October opened the way to restructure the Serbian state broadcasting sector. The greatest challenge is presented by RTS (Radio-Television Serbia), by far the biggest and probably still the most influential mass medium in the country. Over the past 13 years, RTS may have been responsible for a larger number of serious offences against ethical journalism than any other medium in Europe. For obvious reasons, many international groups and organisations are interested in assisting it to reform. There may even be a risk that too many 'expert assessments' will be prepared -- more than Belgrade can yet digest! Accordingly, the Executive Secretary is trying to help to co-ordinate the first international initiatives. At the same time, it is vital that the private media -- those that upheld the honor of journalism -- should not be sidelined in the rush to overhaul the state sector. Trying to balance different claims on international assistance will not be simple. The Serbian MTF Working Group is already up and running; this will be the first test of its ability to act effectively as an umbrella for media professionals. 





Media Task Force Activities


The Executive Secretary is also raising the profile of the MTF and explaining its activities, where opportunities arise. In Strasbourg, he chaired a session of a Council of Europe conference on democratic broadcasting. He gave a presentation at a media donors' conference organised by OSI in Brussels. In Berlin, he addressed a UNESCO seminar on media and conflict. And he is due to chair the final session at a conference in Belgrade, on 11 and 12 December, on broadcasting reform, organised by ANEM, the Serbian network of independent electronic media, together with the Council of Europe. His next urgent task is to update the SCSP’s website information on the MTF.











 





Project Team of the Stability Pact Investment Compact


Regional Investor-Friendly Framework is critical


The objective of the Investment Compact, within the wider agenda of the Stability Pact, is to lay the structural policy foundations for sustained economic growth and development in South East Europe. The Compact sets out a range of commitments for policy reform, which countries in the region are in the process of implementing in order to create a robust and sustainable market economy and to encourage increasing local and foreign direct investment. Country Economic Teams (CET) have been formed in all the countries, whose task is to instigate reform measures.   A project team under the chairmanship of OECD and UK, composed of CET leaders, representatives from supporting countries, from International Organisations and from the private sector has been charged to oversee the day-to-day process of implementation of the Compact. 





On 1 December the Project Team for the Investment Compact held its third meeting in Brussels and reviewed progress with regard to improving the investment climate in the different countries of South Eastern Europe (SEE).  Nine months after the launching of this initiative, substantial progress has been achieved, although there are differences with regard to the individual performances.





The morning session of the meeting, which was opened by MEP Mr. Jannis Sakellariou and Mr. Donald Kursch (Deputy Special Coordinator of the Stability Pact) focused on the progress achieved with regard to improving the investment climate in the StP beneficiary countries. The first two phases of the Compact (diagnosis of business environment and identification of reform priorities) have been completed. Phase 3 (implementation) has started after the summer. This phase is a new test for the Investment Compact, and the Stability Pact, since the commitments to reform given by the respective Governments at the Funding Conference and thereafter will now have to be implemented.  As far as concrete progress in the individual countries is concerned, there are considerable differences: Croatia and Albania have taken a variety of steps in the right direction, Romania has produced an ambitious reform agenda for 2001 and Bulgaria has been very active in developing and implementing projects aiming at attracting investors. In the other countries, more efforts need to be made to achieve the desired results. It was pointed out that this initiative will be an important yardstick against which each country’s reform performance will be measured at the next Regional Funding Conference in 2001. 





In the afternoon participants discussed the Regional Flagship Initiatives under the Compact. These are a series of regional initiatives that provide examples of meaningful and agreed action that can be taken on a co-ordinated regional basis. Main activities: Investment Promotion activities (Regional investment profile, SEE Economic Forum, Best Practice Toolkit for Investment Promotion Activities, website for investment promotion), SME support (SEE Forum for Entrepreneurship, Country Assessment and Action Plans), Corporate Governance (Accountancy Development), Public Private Partnerships for Infrastructure. 





The next Meeting of the Project Team will be held in April 2001. EU partners are invited to continue supporting and participating in this important initiative.
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SC Hombach Briefs Regional National Coordinators





Stability Pact Special Coordinator Bodo Hombach on 21 November in Brussels convened the first of a regular series of tri-annual meetings with National Coordinators of South East European and neighboring countries.  This regular series of meetings, decided upon in July, is designed to serve as an information sharing mechanism, whereby regional coordinators can both be brought up to speed on developments within the Pact, while also voicing the views and perspective of their countries.





The Special Coordinator outlined recent progress and sketched out his upcoming priorities for the work of the Stability Pact.  He noted the decision by the High-level Steering Group on 8 November to approve two regional funding conferences as early as feasible in 2001: one for Yugoslavia, the other for the rest of the region.  This formula, he said, would be a conclusive demonstration of the international commitment not to sacrifice the financial needs of the region in the process of addressing the urgent requirements for Yugoslavia.  He also described steps he and his staff were taking to troubleshoot outstanding structural deficiencies in the Pact’s working mechanisms by, for example, spearheading consultative meetings between south east European governments and representatives of international financial institutions.  He expressed his concern that generalized criticism of the Stability Pact in some countries of the region was undermining shared goals.  





Regional representatives voiced their concerns about project funding and implementation.  Several stressed the need to see that existing projects were fully implemented on time by the responsible organizations and nations.  Others worried that Yugoslavia’s enormous needs would dry up funds available to the rest of the region.  The importance of taking into account differing needs and capabilities for project within the region was also highlighted.





Chairs of the Working Tables made presentations followed by discussion of the ongoing work in their respective spheres.    Working Table I places a high priority on the importance of nongovernmental organizations to the democratic process and the continuing vitality of the interreligous dialogue.   Next steps in the Szeged process aimed at helping Yugoslavian municipalities were also discussed and it was agreed that a new paradigm had to be developed given the recent political changes in Belgrade.  





Discussion on Working Table II focused on sustaining the momentum of the region’s economic progress.  Upcoming plans to start work on a regional trade initiative were applauded, while others expressed concern at the lack of meaningful progress in a regional embrace of the investment compact.  Regional representatives underlined the need for transparency in the preparation and implementation of infrastructure projects.    





Working Table III continues to tailor its priorities to the most urgent needs in areas where it can make a difference.  The Chair’s representative summarized recent progress in establishing links between the Pact and regional defense and security organizations, such as the Southeast Europe Defense Ministerial process.  He noted progress in several key initiatives, including the Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Initiative and demining, while urging donor support for several flagship projects, including a host of national programs to resettle redundant military personnel.  In Justice and Home Affairs, efforts are underway to mount a multilateral police-training program, while a comprehensive strategy for the region in judicial affairs is being developed.





The Special Coordinator concluded the meeting by again emphasizing the priority he places on attracting foreign investment to the region and appealed for a central reference point in each country to which interested investors could be directed.  He also pledged a new schedule of Table co-chairmanships for the second half of 2001 onwards.
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Promoting multi-ethnic society and democratic citizenship 





"LINK DIVERSITY" - Stability Pact Awareness-Raising Campaign





One of the main priorities of the Task Force on Human Rights and National Minorities of the Stability Pact Working Table on Democratization and Human Rights is the undertaking of a wide-ranging awareness raising campaign to promote multi-ethnic society and democratic citizenship for all. In the latter part of 1999, the Council of Europe took the initiative of launching, with the endorsement of the Stability Pact Working Table I, a series of consultations in South-East Europe on human rights and minority issues. This was done in co-operation with the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities. The �HYPERLINK "http://www.stabilitypact.org/WT-1/Human Rights and National Minorities/Report by the CoE Special Delegation.htm"��Report of the Special Delegation� of Council of Europe Advisors on Minorities which undertook these consultations was submitted to the Stability Pact � HYPERLINK "http://www.stabilitypact.org/WT-1/Human Rights and National Minorities/TF1-Statement.doc" ��Conference on Inter-ethnic Relations� and Minorities in South-Eastern Europe, held on 16-17 March 2000 in Portoroz, co-organised by the Slovenian government and the Council of Europe. The Report serves as a basis for the � HYPERLINK "http://www.stabilitypact.org/WT-1/Human Rights and National Minorities/TF1-Program.doc" ��Framework Programme of Action� adopted at the Conference. 





This campaign will form an important part of the wider effort to bring about sustainable stability in South-East Europe through. Its key objectives are twofold, the promotion and, where necessary, rehabilitation of multi-ethnic and multicultural society and the development of democratic citizenship. These two objectives must be seen in conjunction: multi-ethnic society must be firmly rooted in a common effort to promote democratic values, especially citizenship rights and the equal empowerment of all citizens for sharing responsibility for the life of a country as a whole. Genuine democratic society entails a strong culture of respect for human rights and the rule of law and the free expression of opinions and the pursuit of personal and common objectives by citizens individually and collectively. Protection of ethnic communities and minorities is a matter of concern for society as a whole.





Ownership of the concepts of a multi-ethnic and multi-cultural society, as a prerequisite for peace, stability and prosperity, should be regarded as a significant achievement. Genuine implementation of them should open up real European perspectives for each committed country so committed. In this respect, the Campaign will seek to advance what may be called a model of society based on European values and principles, as set out in the legal and political standards of the Council of Europe and the OSCE as well as the Copenhagen criteria for the enlargement of the EU.











The Regional Co-ordinating Office of the Campaign, which will be the operational base for the Chairman of the Campign, Mr Ibrahim SPAHIC, Director of, inter alia, the Sarajevo Winter Festival, has been established and is in the process of being equipped. A small team to work with Mr Spahic (2 persons at present) is being recruited. A letter to all the National Co-Ordinators of participating countries was sent in October 2000 inviting them to establish National Committees for the implementation of the Awareness Campaign, asking them for their support in this initiative. 





	The organisation of a Round Table event on concepts relating to the central themes of the Campaign is scheduled for 13-14 December 2000. 15 - 20 philosophers from South-East Europe and from other (Western) European countries will participate in this meeting, under the chairmanship of Professor Jean-Luc Nancy, of the University of Strasbourg. Details concerning this meeting are presently being finalised.





A European Organising Committee will set the main guidelines and goals of the Campaign and ensure the overall coherence of the effort. National Committees that will also be established in each participating country will act as the key elements that will be the decision-makers and actors regarding all the different projects to be undertaken and will work closely with local organisations and institutions. 














Continued on Next Page, Column 1
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Short Takes Continued from Previous Page





Serbian Agreement provides 30% women candidates for parliamentary elections





On 10th December parties of the Democratic Opposition of Serbia signed an agreement which provides a minimum 30% of eligible places for women candidates on each party's list for parliamentary elections on 23 December. The agreement also promised to support changes in electoral legislation containing positive measures for achievement of balanced representation of women and men in all elected and appointed in political offices and civil servants in Serbia in the future.





This document is the outcome of Stability Pact's Gender Task Force initiative to increase the presence of women in the future political scene of Serbia. The overall broad goal of the Gender Task Force is to support and increase the political empowerment of women throughout South-Eastern Europe, implementing the "Women Can Do It" project country by country throughout the whole region. This initiative is ongoing not only in Serbia, but also in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania and FYROM and it will shortly start in Bulgaria and Croatia.
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Fight against organised crime (SPOC)





International organized crime has gained a prominent and devastating role in SEE, affecting all levels of societies by undermining democratization, human rights, individual security, respect for the rule of law and trust in investment and reform efforts including social progress. Authorities in SEE have only recently begun to act against organized forms of crime. Knowledge and reliable information on nature, scope and impact of organized crime in this region is still limited. The overall objective is to strengthen capacities against organized crime in SEE in accordance with European Standards and at regional level.





To achieve this goal, international key organizations and initiatives have developed the Stability Pact Initiative to fight Organized Crime (SPOC). The Initiative covers the adoption of policies, strategies and legislation against organized crime, the development of multi-disciplinary co-ordination mechanisms, the co-operation between agencies and establishment of specialized units and enhancement of regional and international co-operation.  The initiative was adopted at the October 4-5 Working Table III meeting in Sofia.  





Next steps will include the nomination of a High Representative from the region to coordinate combined efforts to fight organized crime.   Following the High Representative’s nomination, the inaugural Steering Committee meeting will take place on the 10 January 2001 in Sofia.  At the same time the Advisory and Contact Group of the Initiative will meet in parallel in Sofia. Both groups will partially meet together to start the co-operation the initiative want to create.





Asylum and Migration


The October 4-5 Working Table III meeting in Sofia decided to create a Steering Committee for Asylum and Migration.  The first meeting of this Committee will take place in January 2001.  It will discuss a draft � HYPERLINK "http://www.stabilitypact.org/WT-3/Asylum and Migration/Asylum and Migration - October 27, 2000.htm" ��initiative� prepared by an informal Working Group.





The proposed initiative will focus on capacity building and legislative reform.  It is planned to create partnerships between countries of the region and other Stability Pact Countries. International Organisations with relevant subject experience will play a major role during the implementation.








� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���








Human Rights Task Force 





The Task Force on Human Rights and Minorities met on 27 November in Ljubljana, Slovenia. The meeting was convened by Dr. Darja Piciga, State Undersecretary, Chair of TF HR&M and organised by the Ministry of Science and Technology of the Republic of Slovenia. 





The main purpose of the meeting was to discuss development of the Task Force activities with a view towards preparing a comprehensive program for the further work including more synergistic co-operation among different projects in the field of human rights and minorities. 





The progress in the implementation of the QSP projects has been reviewed, including the financial situation and pledging problems. Two additional projects from the CoE, being the integral part of the Action Plan adopted by the “Portorož Conference”, have recently received financial support by Swiss Government and are in the phase of implementation: Non-discriminatory Review and Bilateral inter-state co-operation in the protection of national minorities. The projects are complementary to the Awareness Raising Campaign. The International scientific conference entitled ”Strategies for Resolving Social Crises in the South Eastern Europe” also received financial support and will be held in May 2001. Preliminary step would be an internet conference organised in December 2000.





Some new projects and initiatives were presented at the meeting: regional meeting of NGOs organised by Euro-regional Center for Democracy which was held in Temisvar, December 8, 2000, “Minority Rights Information System” from the European Academy in Bolzano, “The Maribor Initiative” - A Contribution of Religious Communities to Maintain the Peace, Stability, Democracy, Human Rights and Protection of Minorities in SEE (ISCOMET and ECERS, Maribor, Slovenia). 





Other issues included, admission of FRY to the Stability Pact at the Regional Table meeting in Bucharest on 26  October 2000, the adoption of the NGOs Declaration at the WT1 meeting in Bucharest in 26-27 October, High Level Steering Group meeting (October, Paris) about the planned Funding Conferences for the region and FRY.  





Detailed discussion followed in the working groups. Their reports, suggestions and recommendations were adopted by the meeting.








Seminar on Legal Aspects of Minority Rights took place in Zagreb 4-5 December 2000. The seminar on participation in decision-making process and bilateral agreements on minority rights is a specific contribution of the Republic of Croatia to the initiatives and measures within the framework of the Working Table on Democratization and Human Rights. This QSP project has been financed by the Government of Denmark and organized by the Croatian Government Office for National Minorities. The delegations of fifteen countries participated at the seminar together with the representatives of the OSCE, Council of Europe, Minority Rights Group and numerous other minority NGOs were present. High Commissioner on National Minorities of the OSCE Mr Max van der Stoel addressed the audience. 





The representatives from Austria, BiH, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Italy, FYROM, Romania, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, FRY/Montenegro and Croatia discussed and reviewed the situation in relevant mechanisms and conventions related to the protection of national minorities. Participation of national minorities in the decision-making process on the local level was discussed and the written submissions on practice and legislation as well as answers to the questionnaire on participation of persons belonging to national minorities was circulated.





A study on the legal aspects of minority rights will be elaborated on the basis of the discussions and reports that were submitted for this occasion. The final objective was to encourage further co-operation between countries in the region towards preserving their multinational and multiethnic diversity.





An exhibition on traditional instruments of national minorities as well as a concert has been organized. The instruments representing an individual national minority have been selected for this exhibition by the representatives of the minorities themselves.  
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Steering Group on Refugee Return





The fifth meeting of the Stability Pact Steering Group on Refugee Return took place in Bruxelles 27  November 2000. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Hans Koschnick, Chairman of the Steering Group, who welcomed the participation of the representatives of the FRY, which  recently became a member of the Stability Pact. He highlighted the urgent assistance for the significant number of refugees and displaced persons in FRY for the coming winter as well as the need to simplify return procedures to BiH and Croatia.  UNHCR and the FRY Government are carrying out a re-registration of the refugee and IDP population in FRY, to be completed in spring 2001.  This re-registration should inter alia provide a clearer picture of how many want to return and how many prefer to integrate locally (at present estimated to be 60 %). UNHCR’s 2000 funding requirements for fully covering it’s programme with the Government of FRY amount to 10 Meuro. Of the 500,000 refugees and 200,000 IDPs in FRY, close to 50,000 of the refugees and IDPs live in collective accommodation and continue to depend exclusively on external humanitarian assistance.  The chairman referred to his recent visit to the FRY. He reported that the FRY authorities want to give priority to accelerating returns to Croatia and BiH and granting dual citizenship to those willing to stay in FRY. The chairman also referred to his (second) visit to Kosovo where he had met with Mr. Kouchner (UNMIK), KFOR, Mr. Rugova and the representative of the Serb minority to discuss the return of Serbian IDPs as of Spring 2001.  Such returns are dependent of improvement in the security situation and absorption capacity.





UNHCR distributed a number of papers at the meeting, concerning cross-border returns between BiH, Croatia and FRY, winterization needs in FRY and BiH, property law implementation (an inter-agency framework document, prepared by OHR, UNHCR, OSCE, UNMIBH and CRPC - including statistics) and implementation of Stability Pact projects on returns to Croatia. 





The representative of the Government of Croatia referred to the repossession of property as the single most important issue for the Government which still needs to find solution for some 11, 000 households, mostly BiH Croats, occupying other people’s homes. The Stability Pact secretariat received a list of 50.000 serb returnees to Croatia including names, address and date of return. Furthermore a detailed set of figures on returns as well as a substantive list of intentions of the Croatian Government concerning the establishment of alternative accommodation in 2001 and the adoption of a unified procedure for repossession of property throughout the country has been provided. 





The representative of the Government of BiH provided the meeting with return figures – since 1995 (Dayton), 690,000 returns out of which 165,000 (24 %) minority returns (40,000 only in 2000). 


The incoming EU Presidency (Sweden) mentioned that refugee return and reintegration will be one of the priorities for the Stabilisation and Association process, the CARDS programme and the Presidency’s agenda for the Stability Pact. Regional co-operation involving at least two countries is another key objective for the incoming Presidency. The representative of the European Commission mentioned that the 2001 budget for refugee return and reconstruction, as part of the forthcoming CARDS programme, is at present under discussion. 


The representative of the Council of Europe Development Bank reported on the Bank’s conditions for loans to be granted such as membership of the Council of Europe (which BiH and FRY does not have yet). Housing, health, education etc. projects can always be complemented with loans for infrastructural support. The delegations from Canada, Netherlands, Germany, Norway and the United States provided information about funding refugee assistance and return-related programmes.


The Chairman announced that the next meeting will be held in Bosnia and Herzegovina in Spring 2001. 








New Initiatives





E-Balkans


The Stability Pact partners, who participated at the meeting of Working Table II in Istanbul, endorsed a concept paper (see website) calling for the establishment of a Stability Pact E-Balkans Initiative. The idea had emanated from the British government and is meeting with great interests from governments, the private sector and also some non-governmental organizations. The Swedish government agreed to take the lead of the e-Balkans Working group as from January 2001. The Working Group will be co-chaired by Croatia.   The Office of the Special Co-ordinator will act as a facilitator to the Working group.





Social Cohesion


The Working Table II meeting in Istanbul also decided that a working group should prepare a concrete action plan for a proposed Initiative for Social Cohesion in South Eastern Europe. Drawing on the existing work by various organizations and governments in the social field, this is an attempt to streamline and coordinate existing activities as well as to create a regional added value, such as regional networking, which will complement programmes and initiatives with individual countries. Areas such as improved access to social rights and infrastructure (social security, health, and housing), the creation of employment for youth and vulnerable population groups as well as social dialogue between governments, employers and workers are among the key areas of the Action Plan presently developed. These issued were discussed at a meeting of the Working Group, which took place in Paris on 8 December.








Common Security Assessment - SEECAP





FRY has joined the process to develop the SEE Common Assessment Paper on Regional Security Challenges and Opportunities (SEECAP) at  its meeting in Bucharest  on 20th November. SEECAP is an initiative that was brought to the attention of and was supported by the Stability Pact partners during the WTIII meeting in Sofia. Romania initiated the work on the SEECAP which is an  activity in the framework of NATO’s SEEI, and aims to set out common security perceptions of SEE countries and potentially harmonize their security strategies.











Visits by the Special Coordinator





The Special Coordinator has i.a. paid visits to:


Washington, on 13rd , 14th, 15th of September, for meetings with Ambassador Schifter, SECI, with Ms Jackie Clegg Vice chair of Ex IM Bank, with Mr Alan Larson, Under State Secretary,  with Mr James F. Dobbins, acting Assistant Secretary,  with Senator George Voinovich,  with Mr Leon Fuerth, National Security Advisor to Vice President Gore,  with Mr Johannes Linn, World Bank Vice President for Europe and Central Asia,  with Mr J. Brady Anderson, USAID Administrator .





Sofia, on 3rd and  4th of October, on the margins of the Meeting of Working Table III on Security Issues, met with Mrs Nadezhda Mihailova, Minister of Foreign Affairs, with Mr Emanouil Iordanov, Minister of the Interior, with Mr Antony Slavinsky, Minister of Transport and Communication, with Mr Evgueny Tchatchev, Minister of Regional Development and Public Works, with Mrs Emma Moskova, Minister of Culture, with Mr Muravey Radev, Minister of Finance.





Belgrade, on 11th , 12th october and met elected President Mr Kostunica, Mr Labus and other members of G17, Mr Djindjic, Leader of the Democratic Party, Chief of the Election Campaign of the DOS, Mr Protic , Mayor of Belgrade, Mr Dragoljub Micunovic from the Democratic Center Party,  President of Federal Parliament.





Stockholm,  on 22nd of November, for meetings with different Ministers of the forthcoming swedish EU Presidency: Ms Lena Hjelm – Wallén, Deputy Prime Minister; Ms Anna Lindh, Minister for Foreign Affairs; Mr Björn von Sydow, Minister of Defence; Mr Sven-Eric Söder, State Secretary in Prime Minister Office; Mrs Kristina Rennerstedt, State Secretary of Ministry of Justice. 





The Special Coordinator has i.a; also:


Met in Brussels, with Commissioner Patten and General Secretary of the Council of the European Union, Mr Solana, on October 5th, Mr O’Sullivan, Secretary General of the European Commission, on October 31st , Commissioner Patten together with Commissioner Schreyer on November 17th ;


Met Japanese Representatives of Business Community in Brussels on August 23rd


Met Mr Zsolt Nemeth, State Secretary in Foreign Ministry in Budapest on August 31st 


Attended the meeting of the SEE Conference of the Countries between the Adriatic and the Black Sea, in Ostrava, and met the  Czech Prime Minister in Prague, on September 7th;


Attended  the Summit of Speakers of  Parliaments in Zagreb on September 11-12th, met Mr Tomcic, President of Croatian Parliament,  and President Stepan Mesic of Croatia.


Furthermore he held discussions with Mr Linic, Deputy Prime Minister,  Mr Fizulic,  Minister of Economy, Mr Kardun, Deputy Minister of Economy, Mr Cacic, Minister of Public Works, Mr Pecek, Minister of SME, Ms Kurelec-Cvjetkovic , Deputy Minister (Croatian Foreign Ministry).


Met  Mr Dick Benschop,  Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,  in Amsterdam, on September 16th;


Met in Brussels , on September 26th,  Mr Lukovac , Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Montenegro;


Met in Brussels with Mr Linn Vicez President of the World Bank and Mr Novotni  EIB Vice President on September 29th


In Skopje on October 7th, met Mr Branko Crvenkovski, President of opposition Party SDSM, Mr Arben Dzaferi, President of opposition Party DPA. 


He met also Mr Boris Trajkovski , President of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Prime Minister Georgievski .


Attended the Business Conference in Istanbul and met the Patriarch Bartholomeus of the Ecumenical Orthodox Patriarchate on October 17th 


Take part in the opening of the RACVIAC Center in Croatia and met Mr Picula, Croatian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Mr Rados, Croatian Minister of Defence in Zagreb on October 20th  


Attended the Wilton Park eBalkan Conference in London on October 23rd 


Met with Mr Kouchner, Special Representative for the Kossovo, in Pristina on October 24th 


Attended the SEECP Summit in Skopje on October 24th 


Met on the margins of the first Working Table Meeting , in Bucharest, on October 27th - 28th ,President Meidani, Prime Minister Isarescu, Mr Petre Roman, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mrs Anca Daniela Boagiu, Minister of Transport, and Mr Basescu, Mayor of Bucharest;


Attended in Paris,on November 14th ,the HLSG for South Eastern Europe Meeting , and met with Mr Lemierre , President of EBRD, on November 14th , and Mr Johnston, OECD Secretary General on November 15th ;


Attended The Zagreb Summit on november 24th 


Take part in the CEI Prime Ministers Meeting  in Budapest on November 25th 


As well as he participated in the OSCE Ministerial Council in Vienna, on November 28th 




















Questions and Answers


Q:   I would like to change some of the text box shading to improve the print quality. Can that be done?


A:   Yes. To change the shading or color of a text box, select it and double click its borders to open the Format Text Box dialog box. Click the colors and lines tab and then choose the new color from the Color drop-down list in the Fill section.


Q:   What’s the best way to print this newsletter?


A:   Print page 2 on the back of page 1.Fold in half and mail with or without an envelope. For best results, use a medium to heavyweight paper. If you’re mailing without an envelope, seal with a label.


Q:   I would like to use my own clip art. How do I change the art without changing the design?


A:   To change a picture, click on the picture, then point to Picture on the Insert menu and click From File. Choose a new picture, and click Insert.  


Q:   How do I change the text and borders that appear at the bottom of every page?


A:   Click Headers and Footers on the View menu. Use the Header and Footer toolbar to navigate among headers and footers, insert date or time, or format the page numbers. To change the text in the footer, select it and type your new text. To change the border, click Borders and Shading on the Format menu.


Q:   Can I save a customized newsletter as a template for future editions?


A:   Yes. First make any changes you want to this newsletter, then click Save As on the File menu. Choose Document Template from the Save as type drop down list (the extension should change from .doc to .dot). Save the file under a new name. Next time you want to create a newsletter, choose New from the File menu, then choose your template.
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