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Multilateral Meeting on Consultative Bodies and Advisory Functions concerning Roma Issues

EYC-Budapest, 17-18 March 2002 

DRAFT AGENDA

(* = speakers to be confirmed)

Saturday, 16 March 2002
Arrival of participants at:

European Youth Centre Budapest (EYCB)
(formerly the "Hotel Ifjúság")

Zivatar utca 1-3

H-1024 BUDAPEST

Tel:+36 1 212 4080 or 212 4078

Fax: +36 1 212 4076
19h00

Meeting of participants at the reception of the EYC.

19h30

Dinner at Paksi Halászcsárda (tel.: +36 1 212 55 99).

Sunday, 17 March 2002

9h00-9h30

Registration of participants

Opening session

9h30-9h45
Introductory statement and reminder of activities carried out in the framework of the Joint Council of Europe/OSCE-ODIHR/EC Project “Roma under the Stability Pact”, which are pertinent for this meeting


Mr Michaël Guet, Roma/Gypsies Division, Council of Europe

SESSION 1
STABILITY PACT PROJECT ON ROMA: ONE YEAR AFTER

Chair:
Mr Claude Cahn, European Roma Rights Centre (EERC)

Participants from Stability Pact targeted countries are requested to make a brief summary of what has been happening and/or achieved over the last year in the field of Roma issues in their own country, focusing inter alia on:

- general assessment of developments regarding minority/Roma policy in the country (is the situation improving or rather deteriorating? Why?)

- current minority/Roma topics debated (draft law on minorities, elaboration of a national strategy for Roma, establishment of Roma advisory councils or mixed inter-ministerial commissions, etc.)

- results of Stability Pact meetings on Roma held from September 2000 up to March 2002

- expectations for future developments

9h45-10h15
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Speakers:
Mr Dervo Sejdić
Mr Šaban Mujić

10h15-10h45
Croatia
Speakers:
Mr Nusret Seferović and Ms Danijela Štimac


Mr Nazif Memedi 

10h45-11h00
Coffee break

11h00-11h30
“the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”
Speakers
Mr Ramis Osmanovski


Mr Ahmet Jasarevski

11h30-12h00
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
Speakers
Mr Dejan Marković


Mr Veselj Beganaj

12h00-12h30
Additional information by actors/contributors of the Project

Speakers:
* Mr Nicolae Gheorghe, Adviser on Roma and Sinti Issues, OSCE-ODIHR


Mr Martin Demirovski, Roma Officer, OSCE mission in Sarajevo (BiH)


Mr Virgil Biţu, Romani Criss (implementing partner of the Project)


Mr Michaël Guet, Roma/Gypsies Division, Council of Europe

12h30-14h00
lunch break

SESSION 2
DIFFERENT TYPES OF COOPERATION BETWEEN ROMA AND GOVERNMENTS

Chair:
* Mr Rumyan Russinov, Director of Roma Participation Program

14h00-14h10
Summary of above presentations highlighting country’s current situation

Speaker:
Mr Michaël Guet, Council of Europe

14h10-14h30
Presentation on “Advantages and Pitfalls of of close co-operation between NGO activists and governments”

Speaker:
Mr Claude Cahn, European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC)

For each of the following sub-topics, speakers but also participants are requested to give details and  identify inter alia (maximum 15 minutes intervention per delegation):

- the exact name of this structure, year of establishment, mandate, key functions, means of co-operation with other national/international actors, etc.

- the general context of its creation (why this type of participation has been chosen ?)

- the influence of this structure over the state policy on Roma issues (please give examples of concrete achievements)

- the advantages and disadvantages of this type of participation

14h30-15h30
Sub-topic 1:

Roma participation as a member of a non-governmental consultative structure composed of representatives of all minorities
Speakers
Croatia: Council of National Minorities


Mr Nazif Memedi or Mr Nusret Seferović

Lithuania: Council of National Minorities

Mr Aleksandras Kasperavičius


Romania: Council of National Minorities

Mr Virgil Biţu

“the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”: Council for Inter-Ethnic Relations




Mr Ramis Osmanovski or Mr Ahmet Jasarevski

15h30-15h45

Coffee break

15h45-16h30
Sub-topic 2:

Roma participation as a member of an advisory structure composed of representatives of all minorities and state officials
Speakers
Bulgaria: National Council on Ethnic and Demographic Issues of the Council of Ministers




Mr Lalo Kamenov

Czech Republic: Council for National Minorities of the Government of the Czech Republic




Mr Gejza Horváth

Slovak Republic: Council for National Minorities and Ethnic Minorities of the Government of the Slovak Republic

Ms Eva Koncoková

16h30-18h00
Sub-topic 3:

Roma participation in an inter-ministerial (sub-) commission focusing on Roma Issues composed of Roma representatives and state officials (to elaborate/implement national strategy/policy for Roma)

Speakers

Czech Republic: Council for Roma Community Affairs

Mr Roman Kristof

Hungary: Inter-Departmental Committee for Roma Affairs

Ms Maria Kovács




Romania: Inter-Ministerial Sub-Committee for the Roma

MrVirgil Biţu

Slovak Republic: Inter-Ministerial Committee for Roma Community Affairs

Ms Eva Koncoková




Slovenia: Governmental Commission for Roma




Mr Jožef Horvath

Spain: National Consultative Committee for the Gypsy Development Programme




…

18h00


End of the first day meeting (dinner at the EYC)

******************************************************************************

Monday, 18 March 2002

9h00-10h15
Sub-topic 4:

Roma participation in an institutionalised structure dealing with Roma issues specifically

Austria: Roma Ethnic Advisory Council

Ms Mirjam Karoly

Finland: Advisory Board on Romani Affairs under the Ministry of Social Affairs


…


Hungary: Roma Department in the Office for National and Ethnic Minorities under the Ministry of Justice




Ms Maria Kovács

Romania: National Office for Roma in the Department for Inter-Ethnic Relations under the Ministry for Public Relations




Mr Virgil Biţu




Sweden: Working Group for Roma Issues



Mr Stefano Kuzhicov

10h15-10h30

Coffee break

10h30-12h00

Sub-topic 5:

Roma participation as adviser within ministries/international organisations

Speakers
Czech Republic: Commission of the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs targeting (inter alia) Roma, Advisory Group of Deputy Minister of Culture and Advisory Group of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports on National Minorities

Mr Gejza Horváth

Hungary: Special Adviser on Roma Issues to the Prime Minister, as well as Cultural Heritage Department on Minorities and Section on Roma Education  under the Department of Minorities Education

Ms Maria Kovács

Romania: post of Under-Secretary of State in the National Office for Roma, Department for Inter-Ethnic Relations, Ministry of Public Information, and post of Roma Health Mediator in the Ministry of Health
Mr Virgil Biţu

Slovak Republic: Plenipotentiary for Roma Communities of the Government of the Slovak Republic and Expert Commission for the Minority Cultures under the Ministry of Culture

Ms Eva Koncoková

“the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”: post of Roma adviser to the Minister of Interior

…

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia: post of Roma adviser to the Federal Minister for National and Ethnic Communities 

Mr Dejan Markovič

Bosnia and Herzegovina: post of Roma Officer to the OSCE mission in Sarajevo
Mr Martin Demirovski

12h00-12h30
General discussion on SESSION 2 topics

Other types of participation or advisory role, such as Roma self-governments, Roma mayors, parliamentary (sub-)committees on minorities, etc. could be shortly addressed

12h30-14h00

Lunch break

SESSION 3
ROMA PARTICIPATION ISSUES THROUGH THE ANGLE OF ACCESSION TO THE EUROPEAN UNION


14h00-14h30
Mr Ron Korver, Roma Programme Manager, European Commission Delegation in Hungary

14h30-15h00
* Ms Rachel Guglielmo, Open Society Institute, Director of the EU Accession Monitoring Program

SESSION 4
UP-DATE ON CO-OPERATION ACTIVITIES WITH ROMA


15h00-15h20

Ms Eva Sobotká, Roma School Success Program Director

15h20-15h40
* Dr Ferenc Melykuti, Director of PER-Budapest
15h40-16h00

Coffee break

16h00-16h20

* Mr Nicolae Gheroghe, Adviser for Roma and Sinti Issues, OSCE-ODIHR 

16h20-16h40
Mr Michaël Guet, Council of Europe, on the Development of multilateral co-operation at local level on Roma issues

16h40-17h00

Concluding remarks
17h00


Close of the Meeting

******************************************************************************

Monday late afternoon 18 March or Tuesday, 19 March 2002

Departure of participants.
******************************************************************************
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