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Brussels/Strasbourg, 4 June 2002

Dear Sir, Madam,

We have the pleasure of writing to you concerning the Project “Link Diversity” — Awareness-raising
Campaign to promote multi-ethnic society and democratic citizenship for all, launched by the Council of
Europe and the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, as a major contribution to activities on Human
Rights and National Minorities within the Stability Pact framework.

Since Spring 2001, our respective organisations have been actively assisting with the creation of the
National Organising Committees (NOCs) established in each of the eight participating countries in the
Project “Link Diversity” (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Moldova, Romania, “the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia). These NOCs are the
expression of the regional ownership of the project. They are crucial to the success of the initiative, as
they are its motors at local, national and regional level. They are the decision-makers and actors on the
ground regarding all the different activities that will transform the concept of “Link Diversity” into reality.
In order to reflect the Project’s nature as a wide-ranging initiative involving all of society, the NOCs
include representatives of governments, parliaments, non-governmental organizations, civil society
groups, the youth sector, the media, academia, minorities’ organizations and religious communities, etc.

In conjunction with local partner organisations and institutions, all the NOCs have now developed a set of
priority projects to be undertaken by those partners, which are essentially civil society groupings and non-
governmental organisations from the region working on the ground in the region. Project proposals cover
a variety of themes / fields, including: youth and education, culture, trans-border cooperation, media,
confidence-building and reconciliation. But they are united, above all, by one criterion, that of promoting
inter-ethnic relations; and they represent, as determined by the NOCs, a genuine and priority need of each
country active in the Project.

We would be most grateful if you would be willing to give the Chair of the National Organizing
Committee the opportunity to present both the work of the NOC which he / she represents, and some
examples of the projects prepared by the NOC for support and implementation within the “Link
Diversity” framework. We should like to note that the development of this initiative, and of the NOCs, has
been made possible through a generous contribution from the German authorities. Funding is now
required for the network of projects that will put this initiative into action on the ground and make it a




[image: image2.png]successful common and simultaneous activity in favour of improved inter-ethnic relations throughout the
South-East European region.

For the good order, we attach herewith a list of the senior representatives of the NOCs participating in this
project. Should you require further documentation, this can be made available by the Council of Europe
upon request.

We thank you for your interest and assistance in this major undertaking.

Walter SCHWIMMER Erhard BUSEK

Y ours sincerely,

Secretary General of the Council of Europe Special Coordinator of the Stability Pact
for South Eastern Europe

To: Heads of Diplomatic Missions and International Organizations in:
Albania
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Moldova
Romania
“The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia




