[image: image1.wmf]






[image: image8.jpg]%STABILITY PACI

FOR SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE




               [image: image3.png]0

]

The UN Refugee Agency









         
[image: image4.png]o|s|cie







     
  OSCE Office in Montenegro

Warsaw, September 2002

Mr./Mrs. xxx

Dear Mr./Mrs,

We are pleased to invite you to a local roundtable “Roma Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Montenegro”. The roundtable will take place in Montenegro, on 7-8 November 2002. This activity is part of the ODIHR/OSCE - Council of Europe joint programme Roma and Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, which is financially supported by European Commission. 

The OSCE ODIHR Contact Point for Roma and Sinti Issues (CPRSI) organises the roundtable in close cooperation with the OSCE Mission to Federal Yugoslav Republic - OSCE office in Podgorica, and with the United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees (UNHCR) Sub Office Podgorica.  

One of the main chapters of the ODIHR project “Mainstreaming, empowering and networking Roma Communities as full participants in post- crisis management, good governance and development of sustainable civil society in south Eastern Europe” seeks to address the problems which Roma refugees and IDPs from the region are facing every day, as well as to support their self-organisation.

The purpose of the roundtable is to:

· Have an overview on the on the actual situation of Roma refugees and IDPs in Montenegro/FRY;
· To explore the legal alternatives for the refugees (such as repatriation, resettlement etc.) and their status if they remain in Montenegro;

· Create a space for discussion among Roma refugees and IDPs, local and national authorities and local Roma,  citizens of  Montenegro/FRY;

· Contribute to the creation of a regional network of Roma, Ashkalie and Egyptians local contact points as step toward a better communication/self-organisation.

Enclosed you have the provisional agenda for the meeting. The working languages of the seminar will be Serbian, English and Romani. 

We would be grateful to have your acceptance by fax +48.22.520 0605 or by e-mail to gpiotrowska@odihr.osce.waw.pl., by 10 October 2002.  More detailed information will be circulated among those answering in the affirmative. 

The organisers will cover all expenses for the participants from Montenegro/FRY and Roma organisations from abroad.  The representatives of the international organisations are expected to cover their own expenses.  

Looking forward to your response and contribution to the roundtable. 

Yours sincerely,

Nicolae Gheorghe


Jamie Beth Factor


Robert Breen


[image: image5.png]Wb 47






[image: image6.png]



[image: image7.png]



Adviser on Roma and Sinti Issues
Head of Democratisation

Head of

ODIHR / CPRSI                  

OSCE Office in Montenegro 

UNHCR Sub Office 











Podgorica

PAGE  
2

_1084778297.doc
[image: image1.png]. * * % .
Council of Europe * * Conseil de I'Europe

European Commission * * Commission européenne

* 4 Kk








_1093946714.doc



_1050137464.doc
[image: image1.png]o|s|cle







