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1. Name of contractor and of her/his legal representative: 

International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF)

Aaron Rhodes, Executive Director

 
(The Danish Centre for Human Rights (DCHR) 

 
Birgit Lindsnaes, Director of Department for Partnerships Programmes

2. Name and title of the person responsible for the project: 

Joachim Frank, IHF Project Coordinator

Erik André Andersen, DCHR Project Manager  

3. Duration of the project:

25.05.2000 – 24.03.2002

4. Country (ies) in which the project takes place:

FR of Yugoslavia (Serbia, Montenegro, Kosovo), Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Albania, Bulgaria, Romania

Project Activities
1. Activities, where the IHF took the lead 

(Types of activities:

a. Field missions to high need countries.

b. A series of follow-up meetings on the missions;

c. Training in advocacy techniques;  

d. Civil society seminars;

e. Confidence building interethnic meetings in Republika Srpska;

f. Representation and advocacy; 

g. Rule of Law Council; 

h. Reports on the status of human rights.)

Activity 1:

Participation in Confidence Building Seminar between Kosovo Albanians and Serbs, “Between Local and Global” (organized by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia); Preparatory Meeting with Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in the Republic of Macedonia, 7.-8. July 2000, with 1 participant from IHF Secretariat.

Topics covered: Preparatory meeting

Activity 2:

First IHF Field Mission to Kosovo, 9.-12. July 2000, 3 participants.

Topics covered: Field mission to high need country; interethnic relations, situation of the Serb minority

Activity 3:

First IHF Field Mission to Montenegro, 27.-31. August 2000, 7 participants.

Topics covered: Field mission to high need country; Yugoslav elections in Montenegro, situation of Minorities in Montenegro, freedom of expression – hate speech

Activity 4:

IHF Field Mission on the Elections, Kosovo, 1.-6. September 2000, 3 participants

Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission; Elections in Yugoslavia – elections in Kosovo, situation of Serb minority, security situation and judicial system 

Activity 5:

Meeting of Central European Helsinki Committees and IHF Staff (with Helsinki Committees from Romania and Bulgaria), IHF Secretariat, Vienna, 10. September 2000, one day, 10 participants

Topics covered: Preparatory meeting

Activity 6:

Briefing for OSCE Delegations on the Political and Human Rights Situation in Yugoslavia  Before the Elections (with Sonja Biserko, Chair of the Serbian HC), IHF Secretariat, Vienna, 12. September 2000, 17 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; human rights in Yugoslavia

Activity 7:

OSCE Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting on Migration and Internal Displacement, Vienna (Participation of Croatian HC, Serbian HC, Montenegrin HC, Kosova HC, Bulgarian HC and Macedonian HC), Vienna, 25. September 2000, 6 participants

Briefing for OSCE Delegations on Migration and Internal Displacement (with HCs from Serbia, Croatia, Montenegro, Kosovo, Bulgaria and Macedonia), IHF Secretariat, Vienna, 25. September 2000, 31 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; Situation of refugees and IDPs in Croatia, Serbia, Montenegro, Kosovo, Bulgaria and Macedonia

Activity 8:

IHF Field mission to Bulgaria, Blagoevgrad, 1.-3. October 2000, 2 participants

Topics covered: Field mission; situation of the Macedonian minority in Bulgaria

Activity 9:

Publication of the Report to the OSCE Implementation Meeting on Human Dimension Issues, 6. October 2000

Topics covered: Report on the status of human rights; rule of law, freedom of expression, international humanitarian law

Activity 10:

OSCE Human Dimension Implementation Meeting, Warsaw, 16.-28. October 2000, 1 participant

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; rule of law, freedom of expression, international humanitarian law

Activity 11:

IHF Election Monitoring Mission, Kosovo, 24.-30. October 2000, 4 participants

Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission; municipal elections in Kosovo 

Activity 12:

IHF Mission to Serbia / Round-Table Discussion to Mark 25th Anniversary of Helsinki Final Act, Belgrade, 16.-18. November 2000, 3 participants

Topics covered: Field mission to high need country; situation of national minorities, freedom of expression, visit in a prison, social rights

Activity 13:

IHF/Croatian Helsinki Committee Conference “Human Rights in Southeastern Europe and the Process of European Integration”, Zagreb, Croatia, 22.-23. November 2000, 41 participants

Topics covered: Civil society seminars; human rights in Southeastern Europe 

Activity 14:

Seminar/Training on Human Rights for Youth, Neum, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 1.-2. December 2000, 14 participants

Topics covered: Training in advocacy techniques; international human rights standards, constitutional basis for human rights, rights of national minorities in FRY

Activity 15:

Briefing for OSCE Delegations “Current Human Rights and Security Issues in Kosovo and Montenegro (with Slobodan Franovic, Chair of the Montenegrin Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, and Gazmend Pula, Chair of the Kosovo Helsinki Committee), Vienna, Austria, 18. January 2001, 17 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; human rights and security in Montenegro and Kosovo

Activity 16:

Training Session on Advocacy Techniques – The Media, Tirana, Albania, 30. January 2001, 18 participants

Topics covered: Training in advocacy techniques; violations of the freedom of press and expression, mechanisms of media monitoring, access to information, hate speech

Activity 17:

IHF Needs Assessment Mission to Albania, 31January -2 February 2001, 4 participants

Topics covered: Field mission to high need country; religious freedom, minority rights, trafficking

Activity 18:

Training Session on Advocacy Techniques for Youth – The European Convention on Human Rights, Budva, Montenegro, 10.-11. February 2001, 34 participants

Topics covered: Training in advocacy techniques; European Convention on Human Rights

Activity 19:

Training Session on Advocacy Techniques – National and International Instruments, Prishtina, Kosovo, 12.-13. February 2001, 24 participants

Topics covered: Training in advocacy techniques; European Convention on Human Rights, ombudsperson institution

Activity 20:

IHF Field Mission in Kosovo, 13.-17. February 2001, 4 participants

Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission; rule of law (law enforcement – judiciary), ethnic minorities (freedom of movement, prospects of reconciliation), freedom of the media

Activity 21:

IHF Follow-up Needs Assessment Meeting, Montenegro, 1.-2. March 2001, 4 participants

Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission; referendum issue, religious freedom, freedom of the media

Activity 22:

UN World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, Preparatory Committee, Geneva (Participation of the Serbian HC), 6.-9. March 2001, 1 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance

Activity 23:

OSCE Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting, Vienna Freedom of expression: new and existing challenges (Participation of the Albanian HC, the Macedonian HC, the Montenegrin HC and the Kosova HC), 12.-13. March 2001, 5 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; freedom of expression

Activity 24:

Round Table “Command Responsibility” in Trakoscan, Croatia (organized by the Croatian Helsinki Committee for Human Rights), 23.-24. March 2001, 2 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; war crimes tribunal

Activity 25:

Briefing “Macedonia. Human Rights and Interethnic Relations”, with Mirjana Najcevska, Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Macedonia, and Teuta Arifi, Center for multicultural Understanding, 4. April 2001, 22 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy

Activity 26:

UN Commission on Human Rights, Geneva, 3.-5. April 2001, 9.-10. April 2001, 10.-12. April 2001 (Participation of Croatian HC, Serbian HC, Macedonian HC and IHF Secretariat), 8 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; civil and political rights, integration of the human rights of women and the gender perspective, specific groups and individuals (minority rights)

Activity 27:

IHF Field Mission to Eastern Bosnia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 9.-11. April 2001, 7 participants

Topics covered: Field mission to high need country; refugee return to the regions of Goražde (BiH Federation), Srpsko Goražde and Foča (Republika Srpska), visit of two prisons

Activity 28:

IHF Special Field Mission to Montenegro (conducted by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia), 9.-12. April 2001, 1 participant

Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission; Albanian minority in Montenegro, Albanian issue and greater Albania/Kosovo

Activity 29:

IHF Special Field Mission to Kosovo (conducted by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia), 20.-23. April 2001, 1 participant
Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission; Albanian national issue (greater Kosovo/Albania), Albanian-Serb relations, Kosovo and the conflicts in Southern Serbia and Macedonia

Activity 30:

IHF Field Mission in Macedonia, 22.-27. April 2001, 2 participants

Topics covered: Field mission to high need country; views about the ongoing crisis, human rights violations in villages around Kumanovo

Activity 31:

Conference “The Role of Civil Society in combating forms of Intolerance in Albania”, Tirana, Albania, 7. May 2001, 45 participants

Topics covered: Civil society seminar; Intolerance in the political life, tolerance and law, hate speech, combating intolerance, intolerance towards the Roma minority, intolerance among religious communities

Activity 32:

IHF Field Mission in Macedonia, 19.-23. May 2001, 5 participants

Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission; language and higher education, census disputes and citizenship act, local governance, the media, human rights violations in villages around Tetovo, role of international community

Activity 33:

Training Session for Monitors of the BH Helsinki Committee, Sarajevo, Bosnia Herzegovina, 25.-26. May 2001, 22 participants

Topics covered: Training in advocacy techniques; European Court for Human Rights, Human Rights Chamber, position of minorities in BiH

Activity 34:

OSCE/ODIHR Human Dimension Seminar on Election Process, Warsaw (Participation of Albanian HC and Croatian HC), 29.-31. May 2001, 3 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; election monitoring

Activity 35:

Conference “Exodus within Borders”, Skopje, Macedonia (Participation of IHF Secretariat) 31. May-2. June 2001, 1 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; internal displacement

Activity 36:

Special Confidence Building Conference “Building of Confidence in BiH – Inter-Religious Relations”, Banja Luka, Republika Srpska, 1.-2. June 2001, 64 participants

Topics covered: Confidence building interethnic meeting in Republika Srpska; role of religious communities in BiH, politics and religion, media and inter-religious relationships, inter-religious confidence

Activity 37:

Local Dialogue Meeting, Ulcinj, Montenegro, 12. June 2001, 22 participants

Topics covered: Civil society seminar; minority rights, local self government, environmental issues

Activity 38:

OSCE Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting, Vienna, Promoting Tolerance and Non-Discrimination (Participation of the Bulgarian HC, Montenegrin HC, Kosova HC, Republika Srpska HC, Macedonian HC), 18.-19. June 2001, 7 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; promoting tolerance and non-discrimination: education (school materials and textbooks), legal and administrative means, multicultural relations

Activity 39:

Briefing “Human Rights and Security Situation in Macedonia” (with Gazmend Pula, Kosova HC, Gordan Kalajdziev, Macedonian HC), 19. June 2001, 18 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; human rights and security situation in Macedonia

Activity 40:

Roundtable “Kosovo and South Serbia – Sector M and Sector B?“, Prishtina, Kosovo, 24. June 2001, 34 participants

Topics covered: Civil society seminar; interethnic relations in Kosovo and South Serbia

Activity 41:

IHF Missions to Vukovar/Croatia, Serbia and BiH, 7.-12. July 2001, 3 participants

Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission; refugee return in Croatia, refugee situation in Serbia, war crimes, reconciliation and human rights

Activity 42:

IHF Follow-up Needs Assessment Meeting, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 12.-13. July 2001, 6 participants

Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission; question of war crimes, return of refugees and displaced persons, authorities and law, discrimination, social rights, youth, women´s rights, religion, media

Activity 43:

Civil Society Conference “Reconciliation and Human Rights”, Neum, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 13.-14. July 2001, 25 participants

Topics covered: Civil society seminars; truth and reconciliation, question of war crimes (ICTY)

Activity 44:

OSCE Conference on Roma and Sinti, “Equal Opportunities for Roma and Sinti: Translating Words into Facts”, Bucharest, Romania (Participation of the Albanian HC), 10.-13 September 2001, 1 participant

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy; rights of the Roma minority

Activity 45:

Hearing at the Zadar Municipal Court, Croatia, regarding a Serb refugee return case, (Participation of the IHF Secretariat), 12. September 2001, 1 participant

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy, legal advocacy, refugee return

Activity 46:

IHF Field Mission to Macedonia, 12.-15. September 2001, 7 participants

Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission; security situation, the question of paramilitary formations, the issue of IDPs and refugees, education, Ohrid Framework Agreement

Activity 47:

Local Dialoguer Meeting on ‘Human Rights and Return’, Modriča, RS, Bosnia Herzegovina, 26. September 2001, 11 participants

Topics covered: Civil society seminar; return of refugees and IDPs

Activity 48:

Follow-up Needs Assessment Meeting / Roundtable, Albania, 5. October 2001, 43 participants

Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission; freedom of expression, rights of persons in contact with justice, trafficking in human beings, rights of Roma community in Albania

Activity 49:

Special Confidence Building Conference, ‘History, Tradition and Myths’ in Bijeljina, Republika Srpska, BiH, 19.-20. October 2001, 36 participants

Topics covered: Confidence building interethnic meeting in Republika Srpska

Activity 50:

OSCE Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting on Advocacy and Defenders (Participation of the Albanian HC, Montenegrin HC, Kosova HC, Serbian HC, Croatian HC), 22.-23. October 2001, 7 participants

Topics covered: Representation and advocacy, protection of human rights advocates and defenders, human rights training

Activity 51:

Roundtable Discussion/Training Session ‘Peaceful Conflict Resolution and Confidence Building’ for NGOs, Macedonia, 1-2 November 2001, 30 participants

Topics covered: Civil society seminar; peaceful conflict resolution and confidence building

Activity 52:

IHF Follow-up Needs Assessment Meeting, Serbia, 8.-9. November 2001, 3 participants

Topics covered: Follow-up meeting on the mission;

Activity 53:

Civil Society Conference ‘Transition and National Minorities’, Belgrade, Serbia, 8.-9. November 2001, 75 participants

Topics covered: Civil society seminar; protection of ethnic minorities, minorities – transition – identity, individual or collective rights, cultural rights of national minorities

Activity 54:

Civil Society Conference / Round-Table ‘Inter-Ethnic Relations, Elections and the Rule of

Law in Kosovo’, Prishtina, Kosovo, 10. November 2001, 28 participants

Topics covered: Civil society seminar; inter-ethnic relations, elections and institution building, state of judiciary, conditions for returnees

Activity 55:

Civil Society Conference ‘Political Responsibility: The Role of Civil Society and the Media’, Budva, Montenegro, 10.-11. November 2001, 90 participants

Topics covered: Civil society seminar; political responsibility, civil society and political responsibility, media and political responsibility

Activity 56:

Final Assessment Meeting during the IHF General Assembly in Zagreb, 15.-18. November 2001, 26 participants

Topics covered: Assessment of the Activities

2. Activities, where the DCHR (BHRN) took the lead:
The grant from the European Commission has been supplementary to a substantial grant from the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs (FRESTA – the Secretariat for Peace and Stability).

During the spring of 2000 a complete and elaborated Programme Document was developed (FRESTA, 2000-2002) on BHRN activities. The Programme Document put focus on four main components/activities:

(A) Network Building (B) Education of professional groups (C) Capacity Building of Network members (D) Information on Human Rights and BHRN activities
A. Network Building

Secretariat.

The Secretariat was moved from Copenhagen to the Human Rights Centre at the University of Sarajevo in September 2000. In order to prepare the relocation, two trainees worked at DCHR for a couple of month. Furthermore, a DCHR adviser was present in Sarajevo the initial six months after the transfer. The aim of the stationing of the adviser was to support the Network building on a day-to-day basis on the location.   

Presently, the Secretariat employs two full time staff members – an accountant and a project coordinator. The staff members were recruited locally and employed in January 2001. Furthermore, a Webmaster is working for the Network, being placed at the Secretariat also.  

The Secretariat has many duties. First of all, it provides service to BHRN members and the Steering Committee, e.g. the Secretariat prepares Steering Committee meetings, assists in writing project proposals and coordinates BHRN projects. Second of all, it is the centre for communication, e.g. publishes the monthly newsletter. Third of all, it administrates a small Travel Fund on behalf of BHRN.  

Network Conference 

A Network conference – with the title “Strategy Conference” - was held the 15th and the 16th of November 2001 in Sarajevo. All member organisations were invited, 30 participated (3/4 of the member organisations).  

A questionnaire was distributed to all BHRN member organisations as preparation for the Network conference. The members were, among other things, asked what kind of Network activities they had been engaged in, if they had benefited form their participation, if they had suggestions as to new BHRN activities and is they had any comment on BHRN in general. Based on the questionnaire it can be concluded that BHRN member organisations find it beneficial to be a member, among other things. 

Steering Committee

The Steering Committee has a total of 10 members (Albania 1, Bosnia and Herzegovina 2, Croatia 1, Denmark 1, Kosovo 1, Macedonia 2, Montenegro 1 and Serbia 1). 

The Committee has meet the following times since May 24th 2000 (start day of the project):

- June 2000, Zagreb

- September 2000, Gostivar 

- November 2000, Copenhagen

- March 2001, Sarajevo

- June 2001, Sveti Stefan  

- November 2001, Sarajevo 

- March 2002, Zagreb (to be held) 

Regarding the decision-making process of the Steering Committee the following have been decided. All though all members of the Steering Committee have a general understanding that all major decisions shall be made on a basis of consensus, the following has been decided to avoid deadlocks: if no consensus can be reached, two-third majority decide, if no decision can be made based on the two-third majority rule, the decision is taken at the next steering Committee meeting based on a simple majority rule, if the vote is equal the Chairperson’s vote decide. 

Important discussions regarding the issue of democratic elections to the Steering Committee have taken place. Initially, the Steering Committee decided that they should be self-supplementing and that there should be no democratic election to the Steering Committee in order to avoid a hostile takeover of the Network. However, at the last Steering Committee meeting it was decided that democratic elections to the Committee should be held in the future. A democratically elected Steering Committee is believed to increase the credibility of BHRN, both internally and externally.  

Besides the above, another important development was the writing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOF) initiated by the Steering Committee. During the pilot phase the number of member organisations exploded, which, among other things, caused confusion regarding the goals of BHRN and the identity of BHRN. A MOU that member organisations are to sign was thus developed. At the end of 2000 about 25 organisations had signed the MOF, and in times of writing approximately 40 organisations have signed. Even though the number of member organisations has stabilised, a procedure for gradually including more organisations exists and the discussion as to how many organisations BHRN can hold is on-going.      

B. Education of professional Groups

The Education Programme focuses on three main areas.

First, training professional groups in Human Rights. The target groups are: judges, lawyers and prosecutors. The thematic focus is on: “Right to Fair Trail”, “Freedom of Expression” and “Prohibition of Discrimination”. The methodology of this component is: “Training of Trainers”. Initially, it was decided to have a regional seminar on each of the above-mentioned themes, followed by national seminars. However, for practical and economic reasons it was subsequently decided to supplement the three regional seminars with three sub-regional seminars on each of the three topics – a total of 12 seminars. So far, two regional seminars and two sub-regional seminars have been held. Additionally, two sub-regional seminars have been planned for March and April 2002.            

Training of professional groups in Human Rights also target journalist and editors – thus, BHRN members are conducting training of journalists and editors in Human Rights issues. One training seminar with 15 participants was carried out in Sarajevo from the 16th to the 21st of October 2000, a second training seminar with 17 participants in Neum, June 2000, and a third training seminar with 16 participants in Sarajevo, December 2001. This component is crosscutting, as BHRN members are train by journalist in PR (elaborated in the following section).  

Another element in the Education Programme is the development of Police Manuals in Bulgaria, Macedonia, Montenegro and Croatia – DCHR carried out fieldtrips to these countries (June-October 2000). National coordinators have been appointed and working groups established. A training seminar was held in March 2001 in Copenhagen, which was followed up by a mid-term meeting in September 2001 with the participation of the project coordinators. The mid-term meeting was also held in Copenhagen. A final meeting where the Manuals will be reviewed and discussed will be held in Bulgaria in April 2002. Besides this, an expert seminar on Model Law was implemented in Ohrid, November 2001 (45 participants).       

Finally, within the Education Programme is the BHRN School for Future Decision-makers. It is a “school” that trains the region’s future decision-makers (the young and well-educated) in Human Rights issues. A meeting took place in Copenhagen in November 2000 where the design of this component was elaborated. The first school was implemented in Dubrovnik the 2nd to the 10th of October 2001 at the Inter-University Centre. The arrangement was a great success. More then 160 applied for participation, 28 participated. A second school will be implemented in Dubrovnik in June 2002.  

C. Capacity Building

Training on monitoring and reporting to UN Supervisory bodies was one of BHRN member organisations initial priorities. A training seminar was held in 1999 in Ohrid, Macedonia on reporting on Civil and Political Rights. However, focus shifted and it was subsequently decided to do monitoring and training on women’s Human Rights on the Balkans to the CEDAW Committee. Seven national coordinators and a regional coordinator were appointed. A training seminar was held in Bulgaria in April 2001 (the 26th, 27th and 28th) where the participants was trained on issues covered by the CEDAW Convention, on how to collect and analyse data and on how to develop a NGO shadow report. A follow up seminar was held in November (the 16th and the 17th) also in Bulgaria, where the draft reports were reviewed and discussed. A final meeting will be held in Montenegro in March 2002. All in all, 17 women’s and Human Rights organisations participate in the project.  

Another element of the Capacity Building Programme is the strengthening of local auditing and accounting. And in this regard, the previously stationed DCHR adviser had as one of his assignments to advise BHRN member organisations and the Secretariat in various administrative tasks. 

A third element of the Capacity Building Programme is the building of capacity within BHRN member organisations. In this regard, the Secretariat developed a questionnaire - supplemented and followed up by a field trip visiting the member organisations - investigating the needs of the member organisations. A need for training in English, Management and the Logical Framework Approach (LFA) was pointed to and these topics are now built-in the Capacity Building Programme. So far, a training course in Management (Sarajevo, December 2001) and LFA (Zagreb, February 2002) has been implemented.    

Concerning the training course in Management, initially the target group for this particular seminar was the members of the Steering Committee. However, non of the members of the Steering Committee were able to participate, and therefore the final list of participants included managers, deputy-managers, managers to be and project assistants. The seminar was a great success and it contributed without a doubt to the building of Network identity.  

Finally, member organisations have also been trained in Public Relations (PR). The aim of this component is to enable the member organisations to use the media in the promotion of Human Rights, both nationally and regionally. So far three training seminars have been held (November 2000, Ljubljana, 12 participants, September 2001, Belgrade, 15 participants and December 2001, Budapest, 15 participants).  Among other things, the training has included various lectures, discussions, practical work, filed visits and training for TV interview.   

D. Information on Human Rights and BHRN activities

Basically, the ambition of BHRN is to become the premier provider of Human Rights information on the Balkans and the main collector of Human Rights documents. 

First, regarding the electronic information, a website and a database have been developed. Moreover, a CD with Human Rights instruments has also been developed and distributed to BHRN member organisations. Non-members can buy the CD for a relatively small amount. 

The website contains, among other things, information on BHRN member organisations, events to be held within the Network and press releases.  Besides this, the website has a port for comments and useful links to other sites of relevance. The database provides comprehensive and impressive information on Human Rights issues and various Human Rights Documents, e.g. UN Human Rights Conventions. 

Secondly, regarding the printed information, a Presentation Folder has been published (12 pages, 2500 copies). It contains contact information, the Memorandum of Understanding, a brief history of BHRN, information on the Steering Committee and the Secretariat, basic and common concepts of the Network, a list of BHRN member organisations and a presentation of BHRN areas of priority. 

Furthermore, a monthly Newsletter (approximately four pages) is published by the Secretariat. The Newsletter is also available electronically. Besides this, BHRN Yearbooks and reports on BHRN project activities will be published in the future.

Information on Human Rights and on BHRN is also achieved through members’ participation in relevant fora, seminars, etc. nationally, regionally and internationally. E.g. BHRN members have participated in OSCE Supplementary Human Rights meetings.  

In addition to the above it should be mentioned that some BHRN member organisations are also involved in Refugees and Internal Displaced Person’s Return Issues. The work is carried out in cooperation with the Refugees Network (also a FRESTA supported Network) through what is termed the Legal Issues Group. In this regard, BHRN members have participated in various seminars and conferences as well as strategy and project design meetings.

3. Publications, where the IHF took the lead:

A. IHF Reports in the Course of the Project

Report to the OSCE Implementation Meeting on Human Dimension Issues, Warsaw, 17-27 October 2000

Report, Mission of the IHF to Kosovo, 9.-12. July 2000

Report, Mission of the IHF to Montenegro, 27.-31. August 2000

Report, IHF Mission to Kosovo, ‘Kosovo Before the Elections’, 1.-6. September 2000

Report, IHF Briefing Lunch: Refugees and IDPs in the Balkans, OSCE Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting on Migration and Internal Displacement, Vienna, 25 September 2000 

Report to the OSCE Implementation Meeting on Human Dimension Issues, Warsaw, 17-27 October 2000, 6. October 2000

Report/Statement, Macedonians of Bulgaria in Uncertainty. A joint mission of Bulgarian and Macedonian Helsinki Committees finds the human rights of Macedonians of Bulgaria precarious, IHF Field mission to Bulgaria, 1.-4. October 2000,10 October 2000
Report, IHF Mission to Kosovo, ‘On the Municipal Elections of 28th October in Kosovo’, 24.-30. October 2000

Report, Mission of the IHF to Serbia, 16.-18. November 2000

Report on Proceedings, IHF/CHC Conference ‘Human Rights Situation in Southeastern Europe and the Process of European Integration’, Zagreb, 22.-23. November 2000

The Conclusions Reached at the Conference of Non-Governmental Organisations held in Zagreb on November 22 and 23, 2000.

Report, Current Human Rights and Security Issues in Kosovo and Montenegro, Briefing with Slobodan Franovic, Chair of the Montenegrin Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, and Gazmend Pula, Chair of the Kosovo Helsinki Committee, Vienna, 18. January 2001

Report, Training Session on Advocacy Techniques – The Media, Tirana, Albania, 30. January 2001

Report, Training Session on Advocacy Techniques – The European Convention on Human Rights, Budva, Montenegro, 10.-11. February 2001

Report, IHF Mission to Kosovo, ‘On the Judicial System, Freedom of the Media and the Situation of Minorities in Kosovo’, 13.-17. February 2001

Report, Mission of the IHF to Montenegro, 1.-2. March 2001

Report, Mission of the IHF to Eastern Bosnia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 9.-11. April 2001

Report, Missions of the IHF to Macedonia, ‘Fact-Finding Missions Regarding the Ongoing Crisis and Human Rights Violations in the Republic of Macedonia’, 22.-27. April 2001 and 19.-23. May 2001

Report, Civil Society Conference ‘The Role of Civil Society in Combating Forms of Intolerance in Albania’, Tirana, 7. May 2001

Book, Annual Report 2001 “Human Rights in the OSCE Region: the Balkans, the Caucasus, Europe, Central Asia and North America” (428 pp.); 25 May  2001

Report, Special Mission of the IHF to Montenegro (conducted by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia), ‘The situation of Albanians in Montenegro’, 9.-12. April 2001

Report, Special Mission of the IHF to Kosovo (conducted by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia), ‘The situation of Albanians in Kosovo’, 20.-23. April 2001

Report, Special Mission of the IHF to Macedonia (conducted by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia), ‘The situation of Albanians in Macedonia’, 19.-23. May 2001

Report, The Conclusions of the Conference “Building of Confidence in BiH – Inter-Religious Relations”, Banja Luka, 1.-2. June 2001

Video of the Conference “Building of Confidence in BiH – Inter-Religious Relations”, Banja Luka, 1.-2. June 2001

Report, Small Local Dialogue Seminar, Ulcinj, Montenegro, 12. June 2001

Report, Roundtable ‘Kosovo and South Serbia – Sector M and Sector B?’, Prishtina, Kosovo, 24. June 2001

Report, Follow-up Needs Assessment Meeting of the IHF, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 12.-13. July 2001

Report, Hearing at the Zadar Municipal Court, Croatia, regarding a Serb refugee return case, 12. September 2001

Report, Mission of the IHF to Macedonia, 12.-15. September 2001

Report, Information on the One-Day Seminar on the Topic ‘Human Rights and Return’, held in Modriča (RS), Bosnia Herzegovina on 26. September 2001

Report, Follow-up Roundtable Assessment Meeting of the IHF, Tirana, Albania, 5. October 2001

Video about the Special Confidence Building Conference, ‘History, Tradition and Myths’ in Bijeljina, Republika Srpska, BiH, 19.-20. October 2001

Report, Roundtable on Peaceful Conflict Resolution, Macedonia, 1-2 November 2001

Report, Fact Finding Mission of the IHF Concerning the Situation of Media and Minorities, Serbia, 8.-9. November 2001

Book, Transition and National Minorities, Civil Society Conference Belgrade, (in English), Serbia, 8.-9. November 2001

Book, Manjine i tranzicija, (in Serbian), Serbia, Civil Society Conference Belgrade, 8.-9. November 2001

Report, Civil Society Conference / Round-Table ‘Inter-Ethnic Relations, Elections and the Rule of Law in Kosovo’, Prishtina, Kosovo, 10. November 2001

Report, Civil Society Conference ‘Responsibility in Politics: The Role of Civil Society and the Media’, Budva, Montenegro, 10.-11. November 2001

Report, Final Assessment Meeting of the Project “Assessing, Advocating for, and Implementing Human Rights in the Balkans …”, in the framework of the IHF General Assembly 2001

B. Reports by Helsinki Committees in the Course of the Project

Albania Helsinki Committee

On the Status of the Minorities in the Republic of Albania, September 2000

Report on the Fourth Round of Monitoring Carried in Pre/Detention Sites and Some Police Stations, November 2001
Local Government Organs and the Respect of Human Rights in Elbasan Municipality, December 2001

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina

Faxletter 83, 15 June 2000; Faxletter 84, 1 July 2000

A Perspective on Womens Human Rights, July 2000

Information on the Status and Problems of the Romanies in Bosnia and Herzegovina, July 2000

Faxletter 85, 15 July 2000; Faxletter 86, 1 August 2000; Faxletter 87, 1 September 2000; Faxletter 88, 15 September 2000; Faxletter 89, 1 October 2000; Faxletter 90, 15 October 2000; Faxletter 91, 1 November 2000; Faxletter 92, 15 November 2000; Faxletter 93, 1 December 2000; Faxletter 94, 15 December 2000; Faxletter 95, 15 January 2001

Report on the State of Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina. January – December 2000, January 2001

State of the Media from the Aspect of Human Rights. January – December 2000, January 2001

Faxletter 96, 1 February 2001; Faxletter 97, 15 February 2001; Faxletter 98, 1 March 2001; Faxletter 99, 15 March 2001; Faxletter 100, 1 April 2001; Faxletter 101, 15 April 2001; Faxletter 102, 1 May 2001; Faxletter 103, 15 May 2001; Faxletter 104, 1 June 2001; Faxletter 105, 15 June 2001; Faxletter 106, 1 July 2001; 

Report, Analysis of the State of Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina (Monitoring in the Period January-June 2001), July 2001

Faxletter 107, 15 July 2001; Faxletter 108, 1 August 2001; Faxletter 109, 1 September 2001; Faxletter 110, 15 September 2001; Faxletter 111, 1 October 2001; Faxletter 112, 15 October 2001; Faxletter 113, 1 November 2001; Faxletter 114, 15 November 2001

Situation Report on Penal Institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina, December 2001

Report, Analysis of the State of Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina (Monitoring Covered the Period 1 January - 1 December 2001), January 2002

Report on the state of Women’s human  rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina, January – December 2001, January 2002

Situation in Media in Bosnia and Herzegovina from the Aspect of Human Rights. January – December 2001, January 2002

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee

Annual Report of the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, Human Rights in Bulgaria in 2000, March 2001 

Judicial Proceedings Against Journalists Following Changes in the Penal Code of March 2000, May 2001

Factors Contributing to the Changes in the Bulgarian Penal Code Relating to Libel and Insult, May 2001 

Procedure for Placement in EBS and SEBS and the Rights to Liberty and to Fair Trial, June 2001 

Correctional Boarding Schools and Social Educational Boarding Schools in Bulgaria, June 2001 

Bulgarian Legislation About Homosexuals, October 2001

Practical Access to Democracy in CEE: Facts, Conclusions and Recommendations, October 2001

Inpatient Psychiatric Care in Bulgaria and Human Rights, December 2001

Croatian Helsinki Committee for Human Rights

Report on Printed Media Monitoring. Misinformation, Unprofessionalism and Extremism in the Croatian Media, October – December 2000

A short report on the relations between the Republic of Croatia and the Hague Tribunal (Jan 3, 000 – February 1, 2001)

Report on Printed Media Monitoring. Misinformation, Unprofessionalism and Extremism in the Croatian Media, January – March 2001

Report on Printed Media Monitoring. Misinformation, Unprofessionalism and Extremism in the Croatian Media, April – June 2001

Report on Human Rights Violations. The Croatian Helsinki Committee Semiannual Report (January – June 2001)

Report on Human Rights Violations. Regional centers for eastern Slavonia and Danub region (Semi-annual Report 2001)

Report on Printed Media Monitoring. Misinformation, Unprofessionalism and Extremism in the Croatian Media, July - September 2001

Report on Printed Media Monitoring. Misinformation, Unprofessionalism and Extremism in the Croatian Media, October – December 2000

Freedom of Individuals after September 11, 2001, Tin Gazivoda: "Social prevention instead of state repression, in: CHC BULLETIN Nr. 36, January 2002

Kosovo Helsinki Committee

Kosova Municipal Elections Observation Report, October 2000,

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in the Republic of Macedonia

Report on the Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, August 2000

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, September 2000

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, October 2000

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, November 2000

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, December 2000

The Annual 2000 Report. Situation of Human Rights in the Republic of Macedonia, January 2001

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, January 2001

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, February 2001

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, March 2001

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, April 2001

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, May 2001

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, June 2001

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, July 2001

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, September 2001

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, October 2001

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, November 2001

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, December 2001

The Annual Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia for 2001, January 2002

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, January 2002

Report on Human Rights Situation in the Republic of Macedonia, February 2002

Romanian Helsinki Committee for Human Rights APADOR-CH

Report, Human Rights Developments in Romania, The Activities of the Romanian Helsinki Committee (APADOR-CH), 2000 Report, January 2001

Report on the case of Mihai-Matei Dumitru, 7 December 2000

Report on the case of Florian Negut (Bucharest), 14 December 2000

Report on the case of Mircea Chifan (Suceava), 8 March 2001

Report on the case of Vasile Danut Moise (Arges), 26 March 2001

Report on the case of Vili Rupa, 5 April 2001

Report on the case of minor Silaghi from Oradea, 8 June 2001

Report on the case of Alexandru Mihail Dombi of Oradea, 8 June 2001

Report on the case of Dumitru Grigoras (Buda village, Rãchitoasa commune, Bacãu county), 24 July 2001

Report on the incidents occurred in Sighisoara in July 2001, 13 - 14 September 2001

Report on the incidents of October 24-th 2001 in the village of Ciocanari, commune Niculesti, county Dimbovita, 24 October 2001

Report, Human Rights Developments in Romania, The Activities of the Romanian Helsinki Committee (APADOR-CH), 2001 Report, January 2002

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia

Repression - The Regimes Defense Instrument, August 2000

Current Situation in Presevo, Bujanovac and Medveda Municipalities, December 2000

Media Coverage of the Pre-Election Campaign for the Elections of September 24, 2000, July-September 2000

Trade-Unions After the Political Changeover in Serbia and Their Role in Transition, May 2001

Report on Racial Discrimination, May 2001

Report, Round table "Religious Instruction or Democracy”, 19 July 2001

Anti-Semitism, July 2001

Report on the Judicial System in Serbia, July 2001 

Prison Monitoring Report, September, 2001 

Annual Report 2000, March 2001.

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska

Report on the activities under NED Grant Project: ‘ Protection, Promotion and Monitoring of Human Rights in Republika Srpska’, Period: 1 July – 31 September 2001

Report on the activities under NED Grant Project: ‘ Protection, Promotion and Monitoring of Human Rights in Republika Srpska’, Period: 1 October – 31 December 2001

C. IHF Statements in the Course of the Project

26 July 2000, Continuing Ethnic Crimes in Kosovo

31 August 2000, Montenegro Three Weeks Before So-Called Federal Elections

25 September 2000, Remove Discrimination Against Homosexuals from the Romanian Penal Code

27 September 2000, IHF and the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia Propose Round Table for a Peaceful Transition 

5 October 2000, Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia: UN Special Rapporteur´s Proposal to Exempt Milosevic from War Crimes Prosecution “Highly Inappropriate … would seriously undermine ICTY”

6 October 2000, Media Advisory on the publication of the IHF Report to the forthcoming Human Dimension Implementation Meeting of the OSCE, Human Rights and Democracy are Deteriorating, Racism and Xenophobia are on the Rise in Many Member States of the OSCE

10 October 2000, Recommended Steps Toward Human Rights in Serbia, Open Letter to Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica

29 October 2000, A Major Step Towards Democratic Transition in Kosova. Elected Officials Must Promote Tolerance 

7 November 2000, Open Letter to the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on the membership of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in the OSCE

2 February 2001, Open Letter on a Severe Violation of the Right to Privacy in Macedonia

7 February 2001, Open Letter to the General Prosecutor of Albania on the Trafficking of Five Women

14 March 2001, Romanian Law on Protection of Classified Information Would Put Democracy At Risk

15 March 2001, Montenegro Should Clarify Its Relations With the Republic of Serbia. Process Should Neither Be Opposed Nor Obstructed by the International Community

20 March 2001, What is the Relationship between the Security and Human Rights Situation in Macedonia? Answers by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Macedonia

12 April 2001, Joint Statement by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Macedonia and the IHF delivered at the 57th Session of the UN Commission for Human Rights in Geneva

6 May 2001, Will the Republic of Macedonia declare war against its own citizens?

9 May 2001, Condemnation of recent chauvinist riots in Banja Luka and Trebinje

10 May 2001, Statement about IHF fact finding mission to Eastern Bosnia about the state of refugee return

1 June 2001, Open Letter to the Prime Minister of Romania supporting the Romanian Helsinki Committee’s request to reject amendments to the Romanian Penal Code

16 July 2001, Appeal by the IHF and the Helsinki Committees for Human Rights in Republika Srpska and Bosnia-Herzegovina 

14 September 2001, Open Letter to the Prosecutor General of Macedonia about the case of the Aliu family who suffered from ill-treatment by police

5 October 2001, Serbia: Helsinki Committee Warns of Resurgence of Hate Speech in the Wake of Terror Attacks

15 October 2001, Human rights in Albania: Results of the assessment meeting held in Tirana on 5 October 2001

4 December 2001, Open Letter to the OSCE: Memorandum. The Special Police Force ‘Lions’ Places the Peace Process in Macedonia at Risk

D. Statements by Helsinki Committees in the Course of the Project

D1 
Statements by the Albanian Helsinki Committee

18 July 2000, Put an End to the Albanian Calvary in the Serbian Prisons 

2 October 2000, Calm and Normal Elections

16 October 2000, An Unwanted Incident Which Should not Infringe the Friendly Coexistence with the Minority Population

7 November 2000, Appeal of the Albanian Helsinki Committee for the release of the Albanian political prisoners from Serbian prisons

30 November 2000, A Severe Incident With Tragic Consequences

20 December 2000, 10th Anniversary of the Albanian Helsinki Committee (AHC)
5 January 2001, More Attention on Implementing Article 181 of the Constitution Regarding Property 

10 January 2001, The Right of Self Defense Should Be Respected in the Highest Court Instances

15 January 2001, The Law in Power to be Strictly Implemented

23 January 2001, Illegal Violence is Condemnable

24 January 2001, Monitoring of Prison´s Hospital Regarding Prisoners in Starvation Strike

26 January 2001, The Arrested Azgan Haklaj Victim of Violence By the Police

5 February 2001, Protecting the Rights of the Mother and the Child

6 February 2001, Severe Violation of the Right of Having a Lawyer

27 February 2001, One More manifestation of the Anti-Albanian Psychosis in Italy

2 March 2001, For a New Phase Regarding the Respectability of Human Righst and Fundamental Freedoms

6 March 2001, An Inhuman Act of the Greek police, an Expression of Discrimination and Ill-treatment of Albanian Emigrants in Greece

12 March 2001, A Severe Incident in the Police Environment

16 March 2001, Necessary Measures Aiming at the Improvement of the Psychiatric Service Situation

19 March 2001, Intolerable Procrastination of a Penal Procedure

22 March 2001, Severe Human Rights Violation

23 March 2001, Macedonian Police Takes Revenge Against Civil Population

28 March 2001, The Rights of Legal Defense Should be Respected

8 May 2001, Put an End to the Attacks Against the Civil Population

23 May 2001, A Severe Case at Schools Environment

5 June 2001, An Act Which Infringes the General Background of a Normal Electoral Campaign

13 June 2001, Actions and Interventions in Violations to the Law

19 June 2001, Incidents That Infringe the General Peaceful Atmosphere of the Electoral Campaign

27 June 2001, On the 24 June Parliamentary Elections in Albania

3 July 2001, 8 July: To Further Consolidate the Image of the Albanian Democracy

5 July 2001, A Terrorist Act in Lushnje. A Real Threat to the Normal Holding of the Elections

12 July 2001, On the Second Round of Elections of July 8 2001

July 2001, A Serious Case of Maltreatment by Greek Police. Denunciation by a Group of Journalists. An Appeal – Protest

August 2001, Abuse of the Freedom of Artistic Expression

17 September 2001, Property Question Among the Priorities of the New Government

1 November 2001, A Criminal Act of Particular Gravity

5 November 2001, A Superfluous and Inhuman Act

27 November 2001, A New Case of Violence by the Macedonian Police
D2

Statements by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina

21 June 2000, Pressures Against Dnevni Avaz

26 July 2000, The Cases of Assaults Against Journalists Quadrupled in Number

19 October 2000, Abuse of Children and Attack Against Free Elections

8 November 2000, The Dirtiest Campaign So Far

13 November 2000, The Best Organized Elections So Far

30 November 2000, The International Community Helped Nationalists

10 December 2000, International Human Rights Day BH is still far from world standards

14 February 2001, Conclusions of International Round Table “Difficult Reconciliation”

11 April 2001, Unlawful and Unconstitutional Activities of HDZ

22 May 2001, Statement for Public, On the Law on Sale of the Apartments with Tenants’ Rights

24 May 2001, Statement for Public, To Protect Evicted Persons

8 July 2001, S. Dizdarevic Rejected to meet Mr Jose Cutileiro

14 July 2001, To Adopt the Election Law in BH

21 November 2001, Recommendation from the round-table «Human Rights in the Light of 11 September Events» 

D3

Statements by the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee

5 October 2000, Varbanov v. Bulgaria. Expected Judgment of the European Court of Human Rights

10 October 2000, Macedonians of Bulgaria in Uncertainty. A Joint Mission of Bulgarian and Macedonian Helsinki Committees Finds the Human Rights of Macedonians of Bulgaria Precarious

20 October 2000, Address From Religious Leaders Calls on the Parliament not to Approve the Final Version of the Draft Denominations Act

26 October 2000, Hasan and Chaush v. Bulgaria - Judgment of the European Court of Human Rights

6 November 2000, Minority Media and National Integration

8 November 2000, Meeting of religious and human rights activists denounces the final version of the draft Denominations Act

14 November 2000, Address against the pending approval of the final version of the draft Denominations Act

21 November 2000, Conscripts Dies in Army Unit

23 November 2000, Border Police Units Shoot Dead Iraqi Boy

14 December 2000, Police officer convicted of murder

18 December 2000, Attempted murder of journalist

28 December 2000, Bulgarian national TV bans songs from popular TV show

6 January 2001, “Che Guevara” Protesters Detained by Police

8 January 2001, Human Rights Activist Accused of “Obstructing the Census Process”

10 January 2001, Film Documentary About the “Revival Process”

11 January 2001, Man Dies in Police Raid

31 January 2001, Policeman detained in connection with the shooting of Eleonora Dimitrova

12 February 2001, Police officer shoots dead 31-year-old man

14 February 2001. New director-general of Bulgarian state radio elected

3 March 2001, Constitutional Court ruling on Aliens Act provisions

5 March 2001, Prosecution opens an investigation into UMO "Ilinden - PIRIN" leaflets

12 March 2001, ECHR decision on the admissibility of Daruish Al-Nashif and Others v. Bulgaria application

27 April 2001, Press release: Desegregation of the "Romani Schools"

3 May 2001, Press release: Friendly settlement in Stefanov v. Bulgaria application 

3 May 2001, World Press Freedom Day: BHC and Article 19 Defamation Charter

17 May 2001, UMO "Ilinden" activists allege violation of their right to peaceful assembly

18 May 2001, Negative Opinion of CE Experts on Bulgarian Draft Denominations Act 

30 May 2001, Bulgaria 2001: Amnesty International annual report 

13 June 2001, Bulgaria opens school doors for Gypsy children (reprinted from the New York Times) 

21 June 2001, Rom dies of electric shock 

22 June 2001, 19-year-old university student shot dead in night club 

27 June 2001, Police officer shoots his girlfriend 

28June 2001, Rom killed near Lyaskovetz 

29 June 2001, Two Roma killed near Yambol

2 July 2001, Daniela Terziiska kept handcuffed for 9 days  

3 July 2001, A mob of bigoted Orthodox believers attacks a group of Evangelicals  

5 July 2001, Rom shot near Kazanlak  

12 July 2001, Influx of Bulgarian asylum seekers to Norway 

12 July 2001, Demolition of Roma neighbourhood in Sofia  

13 July 2001, Study of Islam during the next academic year  

16 July 2001, Norwegian organisations denounce treatment of Bulgarian asylum seekers 

17 July 2001, Bulgarian asylum seekers in Norway threaten to go on hunger strike 

23 July 2001, Rom shot near Sliven 

23 July 2001, Conscript shot by military policeman  

26 July 2001, New claim against Zagorka brewery for 'discriminatory commercial'  

27 July 2001, National Security Department officer threatens taxi driver with gun 

31 July 2001, Violation of right to peaceful assembly of UMO "Ilinden"  

1 August 2001, Restrictions on coverage of activities of new cabinet 

3 August 2001, Conference insists on adoption of Restitution of Church Property Act 

12 August 2001, Corn thief lynched by locals  

15 August 2001, Man alleges police ill-treatment  

21 August 2001, Homeless child beaten by skinheads  

22 August 2001, Inmates protest in Sofia and Varna prisons  

22 August 2001, Appeal for banishing Roma from village  

30 August 2001, Discrimination against Roma in the village of Oryahovica  

12 September 2001, Pending sentences of 7 defendants in an unfair trial in Lybia 

8 October 2001, ECHR judgment in the case of Stankov and UMO "Ilinden" v. Bulgaria 

11 October 2001, Amnesty International: Bulgaria: Disabled women condemned to slow death  

24 October 2001, UN report says Bulgaria intolerant of homosexuals, Roma

29 October 2001, State Department International Religious Freedom Report: Bulgaria

31 October 2001, High government official declares US criticism towards Bulgaria for religious freedom violations 'groundless'13 November 2001   Meeting between Orthodox Christians and Muslims calls for struggle against 'destructive sects' 

22 November 2001, Local Mufti discusses restitution of mosque property with US Ambassador 

D4
Statements by the Croatian Helsinki Committee for Human Rights

4 July 2000, Statement 120, About Parliamentary Pensions

22 August 2000, Statement 121, Against Unlawful Publishing Names of Suspicious Persons

29 August 2000, Statement 122, On Murder of Milan Levar, Hague Witness in Gospic

30 August 2000, Statement 123, On the Occasion of the Recent Public Challenges Aimed at Questioning the Legality and Legitimacy of the CHC

29 September 2000, Statement 124, About Recent Attacks on Journalists

24 October 2000, Statement 125, About Still Unsatisfactory Situation in Human Rights

21 November 2000, Statement 126, About Violations of Students Rights

24 November 2000, Statement 127, About Students Elections´ Irregularities 

10 January 2001, Information From the CHC Office About The Veritas False Data 

23 January 2001, Statement 128, Regarding the Unacceptable Interference of the Executive Power on a Court Decision 

February 2001, Statement 129, About the death of a Roma child

3 March 2001, Statement 130, About attack on journalists of Feral Tribune

21 March 2001, Information from the CHC office on attack against the CHC by Slobodna Dalmacija

28 March 2001, Statement 131, About the recent constitutional changes

11 April 2001, Joint Statement by the CHC and the Helsinki Committee B&H, About unlawful and unconstitutional activities of the Croatian Democratic Union B&H

27 April 2001, Statement 132, Information from the CHC office about the attack of “skinheads” against a 17-year old Roma

2 October 2001, About initiating of court proceeding in the "Lora case" 

D5

Statements by the Kosovo Helsinki Committee

2 June 2000, Ethnically and Politically Motivated Violence Severely Damages the Process of Recovery in Kosova

8 June 2000, Violence is Controlled and has a Political Background

22 June 2000, Successful Completion of the Census in Kosova Necessary Road to Political Self Determination

1 July 2000, The Earned Right to Self-Determination (Article by Gazmend Pula in Koha Ditore)

18 November 2001, Successful and Orderly Parliamentary Elections in Kosovo. Great Step Towards Building of Democracy, Rule of Law and Tolerant Civil Society in Kosovo

D6

Statements by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in the Republic of Macedonia

19 June 2000, Letter to Mr. Boris Trajkovski, President of the Republic of Macedonia

25 July 2000, Law for Informing Does Not Respect International Standards

27 August 2000, Press Release

1 September 2000, Press Release, Concerning Freedom of Expression

7 September 2000, Press Release, Concerning the Demolition of Parts of the Edifice "Pirin"

13 September 2000, Police Brutality Once Again

19 September 2000, Bodyguards Versus Journalists As Well

21 September 2000, Women Pensioners Protest Against the Conduct of the Albanian Border Authorities

27 September 2000, Joint Appeal by Amnesty International and the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Macedonia: To the Macedonian government and parliament for amendments to the defence law which will guarantee the rights of conscientious objectors in the spirit of international standards

22 October 2000, Journalists Are Not Welcome at Polling Stations

27 October 2000, Violation of Freedom of Association, Assembly and Expression

7 December 2000, Situation of Macedonians in Albania

29 December 2000, Obstruction of Human Rights in Macedonia

16 March 2001, Helsinki Committee Condemns the Terrorist Activities

19 March 2001, Joint Declaration: For a Peaceful Conflict Resolution

3 May 2001, Helsinki Committee Condemns the Use of Force from Unidentified Armed Groups

10 July 2001, Helsinki Committee Considers the Human Rights Situation Exceptionally Grave

9 August 2001, Helsinki Committee Condemns all Forms of Violence
D7

Statements by the Montenegrin Helsinki Committee for Human Rights

12 August 2000, different intellectuals, An Appeal to the Security Council of the UN in New York

D8

Statements by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia

2 June 2000, Press Release, About A “Control” Visit by the Ministry of Interior

7 September 2000, Public Announcement, About Police Intrusion in the Premises of Otpor

27 September 2000, Public Announcement, About the Reactions of the Ruling Coalition in the Post-Election Situation

30 September 2000, Appeal of the Committee for the Liberation of Ivan Stanbolic

10 October 2000, Open Letter to President Vojislav Kostunica, First Steps of the New Government

17 October 2000, Open Letter to President Vojislav Kostunica, Support Amnesty and Ban Landmines

20 October 2000, Open Letter to President Vojislav Kostunica, Urgent and Serious Attention to Kosovar Prisoners Needed

22 October 2000, Helsinki Board Criticizes Initiative to Introduce Religious Instruction in Schools

2 November 2000, Open Letter to Bernard Kouchner, Special Representative of the UN Secretary General

8 November 2000, Help Appeal for Displaced Persons from Kosovo

10 November 2000, Statement on the Prison Mutiny

28 February 2001, Open Letter to President Vojislav Kostunica, On a talk show on TV B92 Full of False Accusations Against the Helsinki Committee

28 February 2001, Public Announcement, Adoption of the Amnesty Law

13 March 2001, Open letter to Mr Bogoljub Sijakovic Federal Minister of Religions, Regarding the letter which the Federal Ministry of Religions sent to the daily Danas, and which was published in this newspaper on 13 March

2 April 2001, Public Announcement: The Arrest of Milosevic 

5 April 2001, Open Letter to President of FR Yugoslavia

9 April 2001, Condemnation of Recent Chauvinist Riots in Banja Luka and Trebinje

30 June 2001, Condemnation of Recent Violence Committed Against Participants of the Gay Parade

30 June 2001, Hand-over of the ex-President Slobodan Milosevic

25 July 2001, Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion under state protection 

28 September 2001, Revival of Hate Speech and Intolerance in the Public Scene in Serbia

D9

Statements by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska
11 January 2001, Helsinki Committee received significant acknowledgment

15 February 2001, Conclusions from the round table “Perspectives of truth and reconciliation”

15 February 2001, Conclusions and recommendations from the round table conference “Media in the Brcko District”

26 February 2001, Helsinki Committee is concerned about recent steps by the government of Republika Srpska strengthening extreme nationalists

17 March 2001, Concerning the claim of some Croat officials to cantonise Bosnia and Herzegovina

3 May 2001, On the occasion of the day of the freedom of press

6 May 2001, Helsinki Committee criticizes the incident in Trebinje

8 May 2001, Helsinki Committee condemns the vandal attacks of extreme nationalist in Banja Luka

16 May 2001, Helsinki Committee condemns the newest incidents in Janja

20 June 2001, Helsinki Committee draws attention to the difficult situation of those, who had to leave their homes

12 July 2001, Helsinki Committee condemned the monstrous act of killing 16-year-old Meliha Duric

18 July 2001, On amendments on the law of privatisation of flats in social possession

16 September 2001, On the new border regime with Yugoslavia

23 November 2001, Helsinki Committee condemns the attack against journalist from the daily ‘Kozarski vjesnik’

E  Publications of the Danish Center for Human Rights (Balkan Human Rights Network) 
E1
Monthly newsletters

E2
Project reports

E3
NGO Shadow reports 

E4
Police Manuals 

E5
BHRN Yearbooks 

E6
Presentation Folder

E7
Website 

E8
CD

E9
Database

5. Impact and Evaluation
a. Activities, where the IHF took the lead:

The main goal that we wanted to reach, the improvement of the capability of local human rights groups in the former Yugoslavia and Albania to monitor and promote international human rights standards was met. The knowledge and analytical skills as well as the regional and local monitoring could be improved.

The strengthening of the cooperation and “networking” among human rights organisations was already at a relative good level before the project, but could be further enhanced. By regularly meeting each other at meetings of the OSCE and other intergovernmental institutions also the personal ties between the participating NGOs were strengthened, which is very important in critical situations. Also analytical information on regional and local level could be exchanged in such meetings.

The restoration of Balkan Helsinki Committees to their pre-war level of capability could be reached in some of the Committees (especially Serbia, BiH), but was not fully successful in others (Kosovo, Montenegro).

The political process on local and national level could be influenced to a certain degree, especially in Serbia and Macedonia. There was and is an ongoing dialogue with public officials on law reform and on how to strengthen public institutions with the purpose of promoting and protecting human rights in all the countries that were covered by the project. On the regional and international level the influence is somewhat more difficult to assess, but for sure there was also some influence with respect to that.

The resulting assessment of needs and preparation of plans of action were in most of the cases Publication of proposals for the protection of human rights and law reform

b. Activities, where the DCHR (BHRN) took the lead:

Basically, the results live up the expectations and the defined goals of the project. Most of the positive as well as the negative results were some what anticipated.

Some delays concerning project implementation occured in the initial phases as more thorough preparations than expected were necessary. However, taking the necessary time for preparations have definitely been worth while and the “problem” has been solved as all projects have been implemented or are in the process of being implemented. 

Initially a clear division between active and passive members of the Network existed – a center/periphery dichotomy. The division has been macerated though as some of the previously passive member organisations are now active participants in BHRN projects. Furthermore, the Secretariat is also very visible and active in reaching out to all member organisations. All in all, more and more contacts between the Network’s members have been established. At this point it should be clearly stated that the term “passive organisations” only referes to passivity in connection to Network activities, it is therefore not a general description of the level of activisme of the organisations in question since all of them are very active in their own field of operation. 

Finally, and positively speaking, the implementation of the first School for Future decision-makers went better than DCHR expected. Participants from the entire region were involved in project formulation, in project preparations and in advertising for and selecting the actual participants. The members of the Network acknowledge this and they are all very proud of their efforts -  thus the implementation of the first school for the region’s future decision-makers has contributed significantly to the creation of a common Network identity.
6. The impact on target group and target region 

a. Activities, where the IHF took the lead:
The participating human rights organisations, who through their contribution and efforts made the actual choice of target groups, were both a recipient and an executing agency. They could be engaged to the largest possible extent in the developing and execution of the activities, while at the same time they were involved in a process of capacity-building within the field of monitoring and advocating for human rights.

The work of government officials and public administration authorities was monitored by the participating NGOs, and some of these officials were invited to participate in training workshops and seminars and conferences. This had both an effect, that these officials would recognise the importance of the work of civil society as well as of human rights.

The citizens of former Yugoslavia and Albania could be reached via the media reporting about the public conferences, local dialogue meetings, briefings, advocacy events, reports and statements, as well as through day-to-day contacts with individual citizens.

In the conflict in Macedonia the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Macedonia was one of the very few local “players”, having a not insignificant role in preventing that this conflict would get out of control.

b. Activities, where the DCHR (BHRN) took the lead:
1. The target group is the member of the Network. BHRN member organisations are now involved in a regional cooperation in which contacts have been established and in which the organisations learn from each other. Furthermore, the member organisations’ capacities have been improved/build up. 

2. The target group is those participating in the Human Rights Education (judges, lawyers, journalists, etc.). This target group has improved their knowledge on and understanding of Human Rights related issues – various questionnaires confirm this.  

3. The target group is members of society as such – beneficiaries. So far, the impact on this particular group has not been measured. However, DCHR is currently working on the issue as a method for measuring societal impact and performance through a system of indicators is in the process of being developed. Measuring impact and performance through indicators will be discussed in the Network as well. 

Additionally, it could be mentioned, that presently there is an on going evaluation of the entire FRESTA Programme – initiated in the beginning of 2002, and expected to be finalised August 2002. The evaluation will also touch upon the issue of societal impact. The evaluation team - a total of four evaluators - is lead by the highly respected Mary B. Anderson from the United States of America.

7. Monitoring and Evaluation of Results

a. Activities, where the IHF took the lead:
Unfortunately the IHF Rule-of-Law Council (to advise on proposed legislation, to advise on the methods and approaches, to deal with difficult questions, to assist us in evaluating the project) was not used to a significant extent. So the task to monitor, to assist and part take the project, remained with the IHF legal counsel and IHF executive director.

The regular coordination meetings and review of progress on activities between the main partners, IHF and DCHR could not take place due to time problems. Likewise the planned internal evaluation by IHF and BHRN in the beginning of year two did not take place.

Also we failed to ask the participants to fill out evaluation forms in the seminars and courses.

Therefore it can be concluded that the monitoring and evaluation of the project was one of its weaknesses, that in our view is outbalanced by the numerous activities and publications that could be reached.

b. Activities, where the DCHR (BHRN) took the lead:

Carl Bro International Ltd. (Danish consultancy firm) developed an external review evaluating the FRESTA Programme in 2001, including BHRN. The review pointed to the following five critical areas:

1.  The costs associated with the regional events should be reduced

2.  Democracy within BHRN should be strengthened

3. A position on the centre/peripheral (active/passive member organisations) dichotomy should be taken. Possibly choose between a functional or a project-implementing Network.

4.  The organisations in the periphery are dissatisfied with their status     

5.  Finally, the review questioned the impact of the regional events 

Ad. 1. DCHR agrees on this.

Ad. 2. DCHR agrees on this. Therefore, DCHR suggested at the last Network meeting that democratic election to the Steering Committee should be held. The proposal was subsequently accepted.    

Ad. 3. As mentioned, DCHR acknowledges the existence of a division of BHRN member organisation into centre organisation being those that are active members and peripheral organisations being those that are passive members. However, this division has been macerated. As an example, the above-mentioned Management course strengthened BHRN’s foothold among many of the organisations that are normally passive members in relation to Network activities. Thus, divisions within a network are not necessarily static situations. Finally, which the review also states, differences among members of a Network are not uncommon. 

Most important though, at the 2001 Network meeting the participants were all given the opportunity to raise their opinion on the current status and structure of BHRN (please see the following). 

Ad. 4. DCHR does not agree on this. As mentioned in the above, a questionnaire was distributed to BHRN member organisations as preparation for the Network Conference. The members were asked if they had any comments on BHRN in general, thus the members were given an opportunity to criticise the current status and structure of BHRN – no member organisations raised significant points of critic.  

Furthermore, the discussions and presentations given at the Network conference cannot confirm the conclusion drawn by Carl Bro International Ltd. On the contrary, the members supported both the work of both the Steering Committee and the Secretariat. They secured the present mandate of the Steering Committee, which legitimises its current status. Moreover, the participants strengthened the mandate of the Secretariat, as it was decided that the Secretariat should play a more active role in relation to BHRN member organisations.         

Ad. 5. DCHR does not agree on this. DCHR is of the opinion that regional events are both important and beneficial to the members of BHRN. The project offers more than one example of how regional events and regional cooperation is both important and beneficial to the participants.  

Besides the above-mentioned critical points, the review also pointed to the fact that: 

“The BHRN has many of the elements that characterizes a functional network, including knowledge gathering, information sharing, policy, advocacy and advise.” 

“The set-up of the Network is considered a success in itself by the network. The cumbersome process is in itself an indication of both the relevance of the network, the difficulties entailed in developing a regional human rights network under the circumstances, and the step by step process necessary in developing a network like the BHRN.” 

Besides this, there is the on-going evaluation of the entire FRESTA Programme.

8. Relationship Between Partners and other Co-operation

a. Activities, where the IHF took the lead:
There were twelve partners in the project with the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) taking the lead in the project. The Danish Center for Human Rights (DCHR) with its Balkan Human Rights Network was the biggest partner, conducting 1/3 of the project. The IHF and the DCHR made a ‘Memorandum of Understanding’, outlining that the IHF takes the lead in the activities listed under 1.6.A.1. of the project contract, and the DCHR taking the lead in the activities listed under 1.6.A.2. of the project contract, and the financial management lying in the hands of the IHF.

Within the part, where the IHF took the lead, it made contracts with the participating 10 Helsinki Committees as partners. The Helsinki Committees had to appoint a National Coordinator, who then was responsible for the implementation of the project in his/her country. The IHF Project Coordinator set the dates of the different activities in cooperation with these national coordinators, and the decisions about who would be met within the assessment mission, who would be the trainers for the human rights trainings, which advocacy meetings should be attended were all done jointly between the IHF Project Coordinator and the National Coordinator of the respective Helsinki Committee. The topics for the civil society conferences as well as for the local dialogue meetings were chosen by the National Coordinators, but the date for these events as well as details of the participants were decided jointly with the IHF Secretariat.

b. Activities, where the DCHR (BHRN) took the lead:

Ad. Division of responsibilities – a division of responsibilities have been established, e.g. by relocating the Secretariat from Copenhagen to Sarajevo certain responsibilities were also transferred to the region.  

Ad. Transfer of expertise – DCHR contributes most of all in the following two ways – 

Professional expertise is provided through: 

A) The development of NGO shadow reports 

B) The development of Police Manuals 

However, it should be mentioned that within the partner organisations a relatively large amount of professional expertise already exist. E.g. participating organisations are able to conduct some of the training themselves. 

Ad. Overall coordinators - DCHR contributes significantly to the process of building up the Network, as DCHR, among other things, communicates the cooperation between BHRN member organisations. Additionally, DCHR has what could be termed a mediating role as DCHR seeks solutions that are balanced. E.g. the very difficult decision-making process as to where the Secretariat should be placed. 

9. Relationship between implementing organisations and state authorities in the project countries? 

a. Activities, where the IHF took the lead:
We regard the relationship of the IHF with state authorities as a constructive one. The project has helped us to intensify these relationships, as we met in each mission with state officials and invited representative of the respective states to each conference.

And the improved professionalism (and the self confidence) of the participating Helsinki Committees contributed also to enhance this relationship.

b. Activities, where the DCHR (BHRN) took the lead:

Generally, BHRN projects and activities are carried out in cooperation between NGOs and not directly in cooperation with state authorities in the countries in question. However, prior to the initiation of the development of Police Manuals, DCHR went on a field mission involving talks with state officials that went very well. Based on this, it can be stated that DCHR relations to state authorities are good. 

Additionally, it may be mentioned that DCHR runs a project in Serbia - Reform of the State Sector – in which one BHRN member organisation participate. So far, DCHR has positive experiences in cooperating with Serbian state officials.  
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