(Final 26 May)         CHAIRPERSON’S CONCLUSIONS

7TH MEETING OF THE WORKING TABLE ON DEMOCRATISATION AND    

                                                       HUMAN RIGHTS, 

                       STABILITY PACT FOR SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE

                                                    Cavtat, 26 May 2003

The seventh meeting of the Stability Pact’s Working Table on Democratisation and Human Rights took place in Cavtat, Croatia, on 26 May 2003 under the Chairmanship of Ms. Elisabeth Rehn. Introductory statements were made by the regional Co-chair, the Special Coordinator and the EU Presidency.

The meeting aimed particularly at reaching consensus on future strategic directions for Working Table I in light of over-all developments in South Eastern Europe and in the Stability Pact over the past year. Discussions also focused on major obstacles within the implementation of core objectives, preparing for the achievement reports due in November 2003.

Establishing the values of democracy and achieving respect for human rights and reconciliation remain major challenges and will require a long-term strategy and commitment. Clear and focused objectives and strategies as well as clear benchmarks are needed to achieve progress.

Since it took off in 1999, Working Table I has undergone considerable changes. Whereas initially seven priority areas had been identified, in 2001 reduced to four, the Regional Table in December 2002 concluded that in future the Stability Pact should focus on six core objectives over-all, i.e. two core objectives per Working Table. 

For Working Table I, Media and Local Democracy/Cross-border Cooperation were selected as areas where the Stability Pact can add most value. 

The discussion on the strategic directions for Working Table I was based on a paper distributed by the Secretariat prior to the meeting and focused on four objectives:

· support to Southeast European countries in meeting the Copenhagen criteria;

· enhancing regional cooperation and complementarity to the EU’s Stabilisation and Association process; 

· enhancing cooperation among Working Table I task forces and with other Working Tables, e.g. with MARRI;

· reinforcing regional ownership.

As regards the Copenhagen criteria, participants concluded that, while meeting these criteria brings Southeastern European countries closer to the EU and is a precondition for eventually joining it, recent events still point at considerable work to be done to strengthen democratic institutions, the rule of law, human rights and respect for and protection of minorities. Participants expressed appreciation for the valuable work done by the task forces on Education and Youth, Gender, Human Rights and National Minorities and Parliamentary Cooperation in this endeavour. In this context, the incoming Italian EU-Presidency expressed its support for a continued strong role of all WT I activities, hereby specifically mentioning the area of human rights.

Working Table I will step up its efforts to help the region meet these criteria, particularly through its work on the core objectives. 

Enhancing regional cooperation is one of the raisons d’être of the Stability Pact, while the EU’s Stabilisation and Association process (SAP) requires countries in South Eastern Europe to engage in regional cooperation. Participants appreciated the Stability Pact’s recent report on SAP- Stability Pact Complementarity showing that Working Table I core objectives effectively complement the SAP and endorsed proposals to further strengthen this complementarity.

Participants emphasized the important role of the Stability Pact in creating a forum for a wide range of partners going beyond the EU. In this respect they particularly welcomed the transfer of transformation experience from incoming EU member states. 

The meeting expressed support for the objective of creating more synergies and avoiding duplication of activities and donor support through enhanced cooperation among Working Table I task forces as well as with other Working Tables. In particular Lode / CBC, the Reconciliation Initiative, Gender Equality and Parliamentary Cooperation seem to offer interesting opportunities within the establishment of targeted cooperation on specific thematic areas of key importance.

While regional ownership has been an objective of the Stability Pact since its inception, participants agreed that the countries in the region should increasingly assume political and financial responsibilities within the Pact’s initiatives. This regional leadership can begin to take shape in Working Table I when the coordination of ongoing activities is gradually taken over by regional actors. The increased involvement of the South Eastern European Cooperation Process in Working Table I-related issues will contribute to this process. The progressive financial leadership from the countries of the region can be considerably facilitated through new forms of donor partnerships. In this context, participants welcomed the establishment of the Balkan Trust for Democracy and encouraged continuous funding of regional projects in the area of democracy and human rights.
Participants supported the work done in the fields of Media and Local Democracy/Cross-border Cooperation and endorsed envisaged activities for the period to come. They agreed that implementation of adopted media legislation is of key importance. The participants welcomed the appointment of the Deputy Mayor of Szeged as Chairman of the newly established Steering Committee on LODE/CBC.  This enhances the cooperation with the Szeged Process, especially in the area of local capacity building, training activities and media. 

The Chairperson informed participants about the “Reconciling for the Future” initiative, aimed at launching a process in which the persisting pattern of hostility and conflict is transformed into cooperation and respect for common values. The Workshop organized by the Center for Democracy and Reconciliation in SEE under the auspices of the Stability Pact and the Greek EU-Presidency produced useful recommendations on the further processing of the initiative. Participants were informed about the recently established structures within the initiative to which all interested partners are invited to actively participate. Several delegations expressed their support to this process. Within this area which represents a high priority area within its current EU-Presidency, Greece invited the countries of the region to take concrete steps in the reform of history textbooks, the restoration of cultural and religious monuments.

The Chairperson expressed appreciation to the Co-chairman of Working Table I, Mr. Jovan Ratkovic, who in a double capacity –representing also the Chair of SEECP until April this year- has been extremely supportive of the Working Table’s endeavours. She welcomed Bosnia-Herzegovina as the new Chair of SEECP and looked forward to a fruitful cooperation with Albania, which will come in as the new Co-chair of the Working Table in July 2003. 

The next meeting of the Working Table will be held in November 2003, again back-to-back with the Regional Table.

