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Seventh Meeting of Working Table I

Democratization and Human Rights

Annotated Agenda 

May 26, 2003

Venue: Hotel Croatia

Dubrovnik (Cavtat), Croatia

9:15 – 14:15
I. Opening session

Welcome by WT I Chairperson

Opening remarks by WTI Co-Chairman

Introduction by Special Coordinator (SC)

Statement from the EU Presidency

II. Presentation by WT I Chairperson of new strategic framework 2003

In 2003, WTI aims at increased complementarity with the SAP, thereby enhancing the leadership role of SEEs by actively promoting regional ownership.

III. Focused discussion on following key items:

1) Copenhagen criteria

Even more than beforehand, WT-I activities will focus on supporting the SEE countries in achieving the political conditions linked to Copenhagen criteria by assisting them in achieving stability of institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for and protection of minorities.  

Relevant TF are asked to critically review their activities on how they can even more effectively assist SEE countries in this endeavour.

     2) Enhancing regional cooperation & enriching the SAP

Several areas relevant to WT I offer themselves for closer cooperation within the region, thereby addressing existing needs in SEE and preparing the countries on their path to European integration. Within this cooperation framework, knowledge gained in the recent enlargement process can be effectively utilized as an important element enriching the SAP. 

3) Cooperation among TF / with other WTs in key thematic areas

In future it will become even more important to enhance cooperation both among WT-I TFs as well as cooperation with other WTs. In this way, maximum use can be made of existing financial and human resources, thereby creating synergies and avoiding duplication. Discussion should focus i.a. on cooperation within the following thematic areas:

1) Euroregional/Cross Border Cooperation

2) Reconciliation

3) Parliamentary Cooperation

4) Regional Leadership

As much as the SAP moves from “Stabilization” to “Association”, the SP aims at enhancing the active participation of SEE countries through its various programmes. The strategic objective is to develop “regional ownership” into “regional leadership”. This means that the countries of the region should increasingly assume both political and financial responsibilities within the initiative. Within WT-I, several activities will continue throughout 2003 with the ultimate objective of transferring the overall coordination responsibility to the region.
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