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Stability Pact Policy Outline 2003

(Core Objectives)

Six core objectives and the overarching security issue were endorsed by the Thessaloniki Regional Table as the SP’s main working platform:

Media:  enhancing independent media and standards of journalism in SEE by bringing legislation in line with EU standards; produce 30 hours of quality programming; fostering local institutions for journalism training;

Local Democracy & Cross-Border Cooperation:  increase systematic 
co-operation of local governmental, civic and business actors, also 
across national borders; establish and strengthen EURO regions in SEE following agreed standards, legislation and training;

Interregional Trade / Investment Compact:  further development of a liberal business environment, promoting business opportunities including implementation of a free trade area, identify & progressively reduce key non-tariff barriers; open all negotiations with Moldova (associated to the free trade process); integrate UNMIK/Kosovo into Trade Working Group; meet critical time bound targets for investment enhancement in each country, and organise major business promotion events;

Regional Infrastructure / Energy:  extend existing regional approach 
to developing infrastructure in transport (roads, rail, air), to energy and telecommunications.  By end of 2003, 15 more regional projects under construction; several new projects added to the list on the basis of agreed methodology.  Launch regional gas initiative; implement electricity MoU signed in Athens 15 November 2002; secure agreed framework to determine priority electricity infrastructure investments;

Organised Crime (SPOC):  making the Regional Centre for Organized Crime in Bucharest operational, training (to Europol standards) of the centre's crime experts, increasing exchanges with Europol.  London Conference follow-up: tackle problem of stolen vehicles; formalise relations between Europol & Bucharest Crime Fighting Centre;

Migration & Asylum / Refugees:  managing population movements (asylum, legal and illegal migration, border management and incorporate solely humanitarian activities of displacement issues into long-term development) implement a comprehensive approach to manage and stabilise population movement; housing; refugee and displaced persons issues, including a regional exchange of property information.
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